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I wish I d started keeping a Journal a lot earlier 
ohj because whoever ends up writing my biography 
is gonna have a lot o-f questions about my life in 
the years leading up to middle school. 

Luckily, I remember Just about everything thats 
happened to me sihce I was born. In -fact, I 
cah even remember stuff that happened to me 
BEFORE I was born. 


Back in -those days it was Just me swimming around 
in the dark, doing back-flips and taking naps 
whenever I wanted. 










XKen one day wKen X was in +Ke ni '(Idle 
a really ^ood hay, X 30+ woken u^> by +K 
iin^ Won +Ke ou+sicje. 


s+rah^' 


e hoises comiV 


of 

ese 



A+ +Ke +ine X didn + know wKa+ +Ke Keck X was 
Kearin^j bu+ la+er on X found ou+ 1+ was Mon 



X ^ueSS Mon +Koo 3 K+ if sKe flayed classical nuSic 
for ne every day before X was born, i+ would +urn 
ne in+o sone kind of genius. 


z 


























"Those speakers cane wi+h a nierophohe, and wheh 
Hon wash + playing nusie, she was +ellihg ne 
every+hihg +ha+ was goihg oh ih her like. 



...AND TMEN MOMMY WENT 
TO THE STORE. WHERE SHE 
BOUGHT YOU AN ADORABLE 
BLUE HAT WITH LITTLE 
DUCKLINGS ON IT! 


And when Pad cane hone kron work, Hon would 
have hin give ne a blow-by-tlow ok HIS day. 


...SO THEN I TOLD BILL, "I DID 
SIGN THE BOTTOM OF THE 1044," 
AND I FLIPPED THE PAPER OVER 
SO HE COULD SEE FOR HIMSELF. 
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B>u+ +W wdSh + +he eftd o-f i+. E-Ver 
would redd r>e -for d hdl-f hour be-fore she weh+ 
+o bed. 




"MR. LIMBKINS, I BEG 
YOUR PARDON, SIR! 
OLIVER TWIST MAS 
ASKED FOR MORE!’' 


IKe protlen is, ny sleep schedule did^ + lihe op 
wi+h Moms, So wneh she was sleeping, Id te 
wide awake. 



I ac+oa!ly wish I d paid rnore a++eh+ion wtan Mon 
was reading +o ne, +hoogh. 
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LasT week ih school we had a po^ <^uiz oh a book,, 
and X hadh + read J+ ye+. I was preTTy sure Mom 
read +ha+ ohe +o me before X was borh, bu+ X 
couldhX remember ahy of +he de+ails. 


42. What does 
Oliver Twist ask 
for that gets him 
in trouble? 



X ^ ueS£ wee k Horn was readihg +ha+ book; X 
was busy doihcj some+hihg else* 



1W crazy +hiV^ is j Mon didh + NEED +o use +he 
microphone for me +o hear her. 
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X mean, X was INSIDE, o-f her, so X could hear 
every word she said whe+her X wah+ed +o or ho+. 


I CRAVE PICKLES, 
BUT I CAN'T EAT 
THEM BECAUSE THEY 
MAKE ME GASSY! 



X could also hear jus+ abou+ EVERYTHING 
+ha+ was haf>f>ehih<j oh +he ou+side. So wheh 
Mom ahd Pad 2°"^ HI mushy, X had +o Ls+eh +o 
THAT, +oo. _ 


OVjC^Eft 

Cj^QOCH 
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X've never really fel+ corWor+able when people are 
ac+ihg a-ffee+ioha+e around me, ESPECIALLY 

when 11+5 my ^reh+Sp X +ried +o +he<^ +o 
s+o^j tu+ +hey never +He message. 



Xh -fd^C+^p every+h»hg X +riej jus+ seemed +o 
ke +pih^s WORSE. 
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A£ter a -few moh+hs of living like +his, X Krtd +o 
^e+ ou-t of -there, Ahd +K<*+s why X was borh 
-three weeks eArly. Bu-t A-f+er being hrt by -the cold 
Air Ahd "the blihoihg ligh+s of -the delivery room, 

X wished X d jus-t s+Ayed yu+. 


\ 

i < 

11 o n \ 

WiT 




bds: 



* 




By +he -time X tAme ih-to +he world, X was -to -tally 
sleep deprived Ahd ih a re<* I ly lousy mood- So rf you 
ever see a picture of a newborn, how you know 
why -they Alwoys look kicked off. 
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Introducing 
our little 
bundle ofjoy 

Gregory 

Heffley 

5 pounds, 

7 ounces 







































Xh -frtc+j X STILL h<*Veh + cdu<jh+ up oh +he 
sleep X missed , <*hd believe me, Xve beeh +ryih< 



E-Ver sihce X was born, X've -tried +o re-cre<*+e 
■feelihg X b»<*d way back wKeh X was ■flod+ihg 
droohd ih -tXe d<*Hc, happy as could be. 

































X me+ my older bro+Her, Rod rick, a -few diys A-f+er 

+hou<jh+ X was 
A h only cRld; so X was pre-Hy diSA^poin+ed +o 
■find ou+ X wAsn-K 


X was torn. Up +o +Ka+ poin+ X 
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My -family was livih^ ih a really small apar+meh+ 
tack +keh, and X kad +o skare a room wi+k 
Rodrick. He <50+ +ke crit , so -for +ke firs+ -few 
moh+ks of my life X k<*d +o sleep ih +ke +op 
dresser drawer, wkick X'm pre++y sore ish + 
eveh le<jal. 



£,veh+oally, Pad moved kis work s+off ou+ of +ke 
room ke was osihg as ah office ahd made i+ ih+o a 
horsery. X ^o+ Rodrick s old crit, ahd ke <30+ a 
hew ted. 


Almost EVERYTHING X kad tack ih +kose days 

was a kahd - me-dowh from Hodrick. 
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By +he +ine some+lvhcj cane +o me, i+ was ei+her 
worh-ou+ or covered ih slotter. 



E-veh my PACIFIER was a taahd-me-dowh from 
Rod rick- X don + +hihk he was ready +o cjive i+ 
+houghj which migh+ explaih why hes hever 
really 


liked 


me* 
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X+ was just the -four o-f us -for a lohcj tine, 
and theh one day Mon told ne she was cjonha 
have another baby, X was cjlad she ejave me the 
heads-u^> so X could be ready. 


THE UPSTAIRS 
BATHROOM IS 

MINE* 




r—n 


1m 

C8r5K~~"! 

3 J 
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Vihen ny little brother, Manny , cane aloh^, 
everybody thought he was so cute. But what 
they don't -tell you about babies Is that a/ter 
they’re born, they have this black stub oh their 
belly button where the unbilical cord was tied o-f-f. 



































tveh+ually, +he s+ub dries up ahd 'falls o-ff, and 
+he baby has a re^ularMookih^ belly bu++oh. Xhe 
+^ih^ iSj hobody ever FOUND Mamys s+ub, 
Ahd +o +h<s day Xr*> s+ill parahoid i+s gohha 
show up somewhere. 



Vlheh X was a hewborh f Mon pu+ me ih Froh+ o{ +he 
TV -for ah hour a d^y +o wa+th eduea+iohal videos. 

IS \ 























X doh + khow T +Kose Videos ac+ually radicle me 
ahy scarier, tu+ a+ leas+ X was smar+ enough +o 
■figure ou+ how +o ^0+ oh Some+h<hg X WANTED 



X ALSO -fibred ou+ how +o remove +he ta++e ries 
■from +he remo+e So ho ohe could +orh +he 
educa+iohal videos tack ON* 
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B>u+ when you re a baby, you can+ really ^e+ around 
a I0+, So -there was ohly one ^lace X could Hide 
+he ba++eries. _ 


WOW DID 
THESE GET IN 
WERE AGAIN? 




H 

iBsaMsl 

3 

S 


O 

mm 

3- 

- 

— 


X +hink Mom should Ve le+ me crawl around on +he 
■floor more when X was li++lej because X was WAY 
behind +he o+her kids in my play^rou^ when 1+ 
came +o +he physical s+u/f. While +he o+hers were 
srH'ing up and couch sur/ino|, X was s+lll working 
on lrf+ihO| my head of/ -the ofou nd. 
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"IK eh ohe day Mon ne this thih<j called a 

"Baby Advehtures Action Walker/' which was the 
•first thihg X ever got that Rod rick didht have 
before ne. 


Xhe Aetioh VJalker was AWESOME. Xt had a 
nillioh little ^ad^ets you could entertain yourself 
with, plus a cup holder. 






m 

// 

1 ^ (ojt6K\ 

4 1 \\ 



But the best thih^ about it was X could <jet 
anywhere X heeded to without actually having 

to WALK. 
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X coi/ld +ell +h«+ when X was ih ny B>Aby Adven+ures 
Action VUlkerj all ny liHHhle playgroup friends fel+ 

litp 


Bu+ +hen Mom read in some pareh+ihg magazine 
+ha+ i+ wash + a good idea +o use 1)4by walkers, 
because kids wouldh + develop 
+o walk oh +heir owh. So Mom re+urned +he 
A^+ioh Walker +o +he s+ore, and I was Wk 
+o square one. 


+he righ+ muscles 



X+ +ook a long +ime, to+ even+ually X DID 
leArn +o wAlk. And before X knew i+j X was in 
preschool. 
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X was hopih^ Xd have a head s+ar+ over +he 
o+her kids because of all +he work Mon had pu+ 
ih wi+h +he classical nusic ahd +he educa+iohal 
DVDs, bu+ +he o+her nonS nuS+Ve dohe +ha+ 
s+uff, +oo, because +he conpe+i+ioh ih preschool 
was pre++y s+iff. 


X neahj you h<*d kids ih +here who khew how 
+o use bu++oh5 ahd zippers, wheh X could barely 
■figure ou+ how +o pull of/ ny ni++ehs wi+hou+ help 
fron a ^rowh-up* 


Ao Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff G 



A few of ny classna+es could wri+e +heir owh hanes, 
ahd ohe or +wo could touh+ all +he way +o fif+y* 




























T kh ew X couldnf keep up, so X decided +o 
+ry ahd slow everyone else down by feeding -them 
bad ihforma+ioh* 

mm 



My plan kind o-f backfired/ +houghj and my 
preschool -heather -hold Mom X wasn + learning my 
colors and shapes like +he o+her kids, Birh Mom 
said X was smar+ and +ha+ maybe +he problem was 
X wasn + being CHALLENGED enough* 



So Mom at+ually +ook me ou+ of preschool and had 
me SKIP a grade/ +o kindergar+en, B>u+ +ha+ 
decision was a +o+al disas+er. 
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"Ike kids ih kihder^ar+eh seemed like GIANTS +o 
me, rthd +key knew kow +o do s+u-fT like cu+ wi+k 
scissors and color inside +ke lines. 


3. Be respectful 
H. Use good manriers 



X didh*+ eVeh nake i+ a whole day ih kihder^ar+eh 
be-fore +he +eacher had +o call Mon +o cone £je+ ne. 



Xhe he*+ day Mon brou^h+ ne back +o preschool 
ahd asked +he -teacher if- X could have my cobby 
back. X jos+ ho^>e your academe record doesh'i 
■follow you aroohdj because i+ mrgh+ be +ou^h for 
ne +o cje+ a ^ood job U+er oh i-f people -find oo+ 
X was a kihder^ar+eh dropou+. 
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Mohch 




X n pre-Hy sure Mon decided +ha+ wha+ever sHe 
+ned wi+h ne wKeh X was IrHle didh+ worjc ou+, 
because she's +akihg a +o+ally different abroach 
wi+h Mahhy. 

For s+ar+ers, Mon pre-Hy nuch leis Mahhy wa-kh 
wKa+eVer he wah+s oh TV, So he Jcee^s i+ oh 
+his show called Xhe Shurples +weh"ty--four 
hours a day. 



X "tried +o wa+th Xhe Shuffles a -few "fines, bu+ 
X had NO idea wha+ was ^oihg oh, Xhe Shurples 
have "their owh lahgua^e +ha"t‘ X ^ueSS ohly "three- 
year-olds cah uhders+ahd. 
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A’f+ei" Mahlry wa+ches +he show, he ^e+s 
-froS+ra-ted wheh ho ohe ih ovf /anily cah 
ohders+ahd hin. 



Bu+ +he other day Mon read dh article ih the 
hewspaper that said watchihg 'Ahe Shorties” 
actually sets kids back about a year with their 

ahd nesses op their social 


lah^ua^e deVelo^neht 


skills J too. 
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Vlellj +h<*+ explains a Io+. Mahiry doesn + have any 
real friends, and whenever Mom holds pl<y^roi/^ 
a+ our house ; Mahhy is +he only one who doesn + 
in+erat+ wi+h +he o+her kids. 



X HhhiV\k par+ of +he issue is +ha+ Manny doesn+ 
like +o share his +oys. So when kids come over, 
Manny locks himself inside our old do<j Swee+ies 
exercise pen ahd keeps his +oys all +o himself. 



And whenever Mom +ries +o ^e+ Manny +o play 
wi+h o+her kids oh his OWN, i+ backfires. 


2 + 





































































A+ our church +hey have +his new +hing where 
+hey sehd <aII +he li++le kids down +o +he tasemeh+ 
during +he service so +hey can play and color. 

E>u+ +he ■firs+ +ime Mom droned Manny o-f-f 
downs+airs, +here was only one o+her kid in +he 
^>l<*y area, and he +old Manny he was a vampire. 



X -fel+ a li++le tad -for Manny tecause X had +o 
deal wi+h a scary kid wheh X was his acje, +oo. 
X was s+uck in preschool wi+h +his toy named 
Bradley who +erronzed me every chance he 30+. 
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X +old Mon atou+ Bradley every day wheh X cane 
hone, ahd said X didh + wah+ +o +o school 
ahynore. Bo+ +ha+ sunner Bradley ahd his -fanily 
noVed away. So +he protlen +ook care o-f i+sel-f. 


Af+er Bradley noVed, Mon wro+e a s+ory called 
'Bad Bradley/' atou+ a kid who always nistehaves, 
Bradley was a tad kid ih real li-fe, to+ ih Mons 
version he was pre-Hy nuch +he devil. 


jl 1 " m 


Do not bite 


the teacher, 

U ** rY .y-J 1 r 


ot a a ley. 

Biting the 

M H I n C, U 1 V 

teacher is not 


allowed! 


- 


X +h«hk Mon was actually <johha +ry ahd ge+ her 
s+ory published/ bu+ Bradley ahd his fanily noVed 
BACK ih+o our hecghtorhood +he hex+ s^n'h^j so 
she had +o scrap H\ 


z6 











YOU REMEMBERX 

BRADLEY, 

txmYoupy 


o 


£veh "hhou^h Ham heVer ^o+ her Bad Bradley 
s+ory published, she used i+ +o +eath Hamy atou+ 
how you re supposed +o tehave ih preschool* A^d X 
+Whk +ha+s ohe of +he rt*soY\s Harvhy is so afraid 
of o+her kids his a^e. 
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Manny may not have any REAL friends, but 
he has a buhch o-f IMAGINARY ones. Xve 
kind o-f lost couht o-f them all,, but the names X 
can remember are Joey, Petey, Panhy, Charles 
Tribble, The Other Charles Tribble, Try Jin', 
and Johnny Cheddar. 


X dont know how Manny came up with all -those 
■fake -friends, but believe me, to him they’re 
REAL. One time Manny took all his imaginary 
friends to the grocery store and had a total 
meltdown when Mom supposedly left Charles 
Xribble behind in the frozen foods aisle. 



Sometimes X wohder if Mahny made op his 
imaginary friends so he could ^et stuff like extra 
dessert after dinner. 
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Hon stxys if we Hheil Hah^y his so-called -friehcis 
<*reh + re <*\ t he could be +rm/rrt+iMj. So we Jus+ 
h«*Ve +o c^o alohg wi+h rh 


X jus+ ho^e he 2 rows ou ^ of "^his soohj because 
i+s cje++Ihg kihd of ridiculous, Sone+ines I have +o 
wart uh+il <*ll of Hahhys ina^ihary -friehcis are dohe 
usihg +he ba+hroon before X t<*h <^e+ ih. 


A-1URRY upA 

7 

\IN THERE*/ 



_U \ & 

* P 


"aavsb- 


0 V- 
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Lately, Manny has been blaming things he docs 
on his imaginary /riends* '"fhe other day he 
smashed a plate on the -floor and then told Mom 
it was Johnny Cheddar, who seems to be the 
troublemaker of the pack. 



instead of punishing Manny for breaking a 
plate ahd then lying about it, Mom gave a time^ 
out to Johnny Cheddar, VJhat really stinks is 
that the ti me-oo+ chair is -the brand-new recliner 
ih -the ■family room, so X couldn't srt in it -to 
watch -television. 
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Like X said , X know this whole imaginary friend 
thing is a bunch of baloney, but Manny acts so 
serious about it that its kind of spooky. Whenever 
X 30 +0 sit down somewhere in the house, X make 
sure none of Manny s friends are around. 

The last thing X need +0 do is plop down on the 
sofa +0 watch TV and squish Xny Jim. 



X+s not like X d watching a lot of television 
these days anyway. Mod is pretty worried about 
Manny and his social skills, so she doesnt like the 
TV to be on when Manny s around. 


Recently, Mod caDe up with this idea called 
"Farm'ly Might," where we play a board game or go 
out to dinner together instead of watching TV. 
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X ^uess +Ke idea is +o <je+ os +o ih+erac+ wi+K one 
ano+Ker more so i+ ruts o-ff on Manny. 


VJKen we <jo oo+ +o dinner, we usually end op a+ 
+Kis place called Corny’s Family-S+yle Fes+auran+. 
Uey Kave a role a+ Corny’s +Ka+ you’re no+ 
allowed +o wear a -He, and +Ke -first +ime we wen+ 
+Kere, Pad found +Ka+ ou+ +Ke Kard way. 



“Itiere are a -few differen+ sea+ihg sec+ions a+ 
Corny s, tu+ since we always Kave Manny wi+K 
us, +Key po+ 

"CKildreh’s Alley.' 


our -family in +Ke sec+ion called 
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Xh CKilcirehS Alley* X doh + +Whk +hey eveh 
toiler tleahihcj wheh ohe -family leaves ahd a 
hew ohe comes ih, So wheh you ^e+ +o your +atle, 
+heres always crum^led-u^ h^pklhs oh +he -floor 
ahd hal-f-ea+eh -frehth -fries oh +he sea+s. 


XKe first time we weht to Corhys, X d<dh + check 
my seat, ahd X eroded up si+tih^ oh ah opeh-faced 
peahut hu+ter ahd jelly sahdwkh. 
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Another thing X hate aiout Childrens Alley is 
that you re right next to the bathroonSj And the 
doors are always swinging o^>en., so you can see in 
there when you’re trying to eat. 


r 



Also j the service is TERRIBLE at Corny s , so we 
always just get the buffet and serve ourselves. The 
•food is in -these netal trays , and there s always 
stu-ff -from one tray nixed in with the others. 



FeEd YeR FACE 















































A+ +he desser+ tar, +hey Have ah ice-cream 
dispenser where yoo can make your own sondae. 

X khow +ha+ souhds cjrea+, to+ +here’s a reasoh 
mos+ res+aurah+s don+ le+ cus+omers opera+e +he 
so-f-h-serve machines. 



Ohe o-f +he reasons Mom likes +o <jo +o Corny s is 
+hey have a tall pi+, and shes hoping Manny 
will learn +o play wr+h o+her kids his a^e. 
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Bu+ Mahhy usually jos+ tunes himsel-f ih a pile o-f 
tails +a hide -fron +he o+her kids and +heh wai+s 
i+ ou+ oh+il i+S +ime +o cjo Kome, 



Las+ Thursday we weh+ +o Corh^Sj and Mon 
ae+oally made Mahhy <^o ih +he plas+ic +ubes so he 
couldn't hide ih +he ball pi+. Mahhy <ja+ -freaked 
ou+ op +herej +hou^hj and he was +oo scared +o 
cone dowh oh his owh. 
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So Horn +old me X had +o 30 up +Kere and ^e+ 
Kim sihce X was +K« ohly ohe ih +fe family wKo 
was small ehou^k +0 crawl ih +ke +ubes. 


X ified climbihg op +Krougk +ke area Mahhy Kad 
used +0 +0 +Ke iubes, bu+ i+ was +00 +i^K+ of 

a squeeze ahd X Kad +0 bail ou+. 



XKa+ meah+ +Ke only way X could <je+ +0 Hahhy 
was +0 climb up +ke spiral plas+ic slide +Ka+ emp+ies 
ih+o +Ke ball prh X am ho+ a fah of dark, 
enclosed spaces +0 be^ih wi+ki so X wasn+ looking 
forward +0 crawling up +Ka+ +Kih^. 
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X gelled ih+o +^e ko++om +o make Sore +he coas+ 
wets dear, to+ kids inhered me arid came 



Once X made ■+ ^>as+ +he "tra-f-fiic Jam and 30+ all 
+he way +0 +^e +op, I s+ar+ed crawling around 
^ e maze o-f -tubes +0 try a 
Manny. Xtare was no ventilation up there, and it 
REEKED o-f dirty socks. 



nd 6nd 
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X realized X was +ke wrohg persoh +o ^o loojcih^ 
■for Hahhy, +kougk* because Xve always teen bad 
a+ nazes* Xk>s -fall ne ahd Hon weh+ ih +kc com 
naze a+ Reyhold s karn ; ahd Hon was couh+iVvg oh 
ne +o fihd +k& way ou+* 


t>u+ X 30+ us so los+ +ka+ Hon kad +0 call ^11 
■for Soneohe +0 cone rescue us* 



1k;s ~hne X Wh+ K«Ve Mons cell pKohe +o tail 
ne 00 +. Ahd wf eh sone kid +frew a+ ohe ehd 
of +^e ■f'cihhel , a 11 +f e o+her kids cane rusfihcj n' 
way +0 ^e+ -to +He slide. 



3 *? 
















t-Veh+uaiy j X fouhd Manny In one o-f -the 
+uhnels, bu+ by +Keh X was ready +o crack up. 
So one o-f +he wsi+ers had +o climb up ahd rescue 
Mahhy AND me. 



"the wors+ pari o-f +he whole experience was +ha+ 
X had +o +hrow ou+ my fdVonie pair of jeans 
because X couldh + rid of +he smell of fee+, 
even after washing -them wl+h bleach -three -times. 



$a-turd< 


* 


X woke up a-t 6:30 -this morning and couldn+ 
ge+ back -to sleep, which was pre-Hy fru s-tra-hng. 
Bu-t -tha+s been happening -to me ever since -the 
beginning of the year. 


Ho 




















Oh Hew Years tSve, Hon wah+ed Hamny +o -feel 
wka+ i+s like +o be up a+ midhigk+ wr+hou+ ac+uall' 
le++ih<j Wn s+ay op +ha+ la+e, So she se+ +he 
clocks ih +he house ahead by +hree hours. 



She didhi +ell IHE, +hough* So wheh Hon ahd 
Pad did +he touh+dowh wi+h Mahiry, X +hoogh+ 
i+ was nidhi<jh+ -for REAL, 
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X ehded going +0 ted a+ 10:30 +ha+ higk+ 
+kihkihg i+ was 1:30 ih -+He morning. So my wkole 
schedule kas been o-ff by +kree hours -this year. 


X don+ usually wake uf> oh weekends uh+il Pad 
li+erally drags me 00+ o-f bed , ESPECIALLY 
during +be win+er, when i+s told ou+Side and i+s 
nfce and warm under +he covers. 



X remember a +ime las+ wih+er when Pad woke me 
a+ 3:00 on a Saturday morning and +old me +0 go 
ou+side and shovel snow o-ff +he walkway. 


Xd been In +he middle o-f a really good dream, bo+ 
X was able +0 ge+ ou+ o-f bed, shoVel +he walkway, 
and ge+ righ+ back ih+o my dream wi+hou+ missing 
a bea+. 






















































































Tvs roorhih^ af+er X woke up, X lay ih ted ■for 
^ while +ryihg +o ^e+ tack +o sleep. fc-Veh+ually, 

X jus+ weh+ downs+d^irs ahd made myself some 
treakfas+. Xheres ho+hihg <jood oh TV tefore 
3:00 oh a $a+urday morhihg, so X decided +o ge+ 
some of my chores over wi+h- 


Me ahd Ro dri tk hever have ehoogh mohey +o tuy 
ahy+hihg, so Mom has teeh payihg vs ah allowahce 
+o do chores, Ohe of my chores is dus+ihg +he dihihg 
room furhrture, ahd +ha+s wha+ X was doihg +his 
morhih^ wheh X heard a khock a+ +he froh+ door. 



X opehed +he door ahd was surprised +o see Uhtle 
Gary s+ahdih^ oh +he froh+ s+eps. 
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Pad cane dowhs+airs a nihu+e la+er, ahd Ke didh + 
seen +00 happy +0 see his youhger bro+her. 


A -few weeks tack Uhcle Gary called Pad ahd said 
he had a ohce-ih-a-li-fe+ine busihess oppor+uhi+y 
ahd heeded a loah. 



Pad didh+ wah+ +0 give Uhcle Gary ahy nohey, 
because Uhcle Gary has a bad +rack record wheh i+ 
cones +0 payihg people back. 























But Mom +old Pad he sh ould do it because Uncle 
Gary is his brother and -family me raters should 
always help each other out, Moms always saying 
the same sort of thing to me and Rodrick, X just 
hope X never need a kidney or something like 
that, because if Rodrick is the guy Xrn counting 
on to give it +o me, X could te in trouble. 


Pad sent Uncle Gary the money, and we hadnt 
heard -from him until today, After Uncle Gary 
came inside the house, he told us what happened* 


He said he met a guy in Boston who sold X~shirts 
on a street comer, and this guy told him that i-f 
he wanted to take over his business, he could make 
a bundle. 
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So a-f+er he go+ +he no hey -from Pad, Uncle Gary 


b 


'0(jg 


,h+ up +he guys T-sbir+s. Bu+ wha+ Uncle 


Gary didn’i know was +ha+ +he T-shir+s had a 
4 ypo on +hen, and by +he +ine he ho+iced +he 
problen, +he guy was already gone. 



Uncle Gary -hold Pad he needs a place +o s+dy 
uh+il he cah ge+ oh his /ee+ agdih. Pad did'rh 
Seem +oo happy dbou+ +ha+, but by +hen Mon was 
downs+airSj and she -hold Uncle Gary he can s+ay 
ds long as he needs. 
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But when Mom saw the moving van ih the driveway, 
she told Uncle Gary we didn't really have any 
room in our house -for extra furniture. 

He said she didnt need to worry , because he didnt 
WAVE ahy furniture. "The moving van was -filled 
with boxes of T-shirts, which we speht the rest 
of the morning loading into our garage. 



X doht -think Uncle Gary is giving u^> oh sellihg 
them, either. He unloaded one on Rod rick for 
three bucks , and X think Rodrick feels like he 
got a steal. 


43 
























Mohday 

Lvihcj wi+h Uhcle Oary hash + teeh easy, Gh his 
firs+ few hi^h+s ih +he house; he slep+ oh ah air 
ma+tress ih Mahhys room, Bu+ Uhcle Gary has 
+hese hi^h+mares +ha+ wate him up ih +he mi dale 
of +he hi^h+j ahd Us+ Mohday he had a really 
tad ohe. 


































So now Uncle Gary is 
family room, and Mannys ted is in the mi ddle of 
his room, away from the walls. 


sleeping on the touch fh the 



X+s really inconvenient with Uncle Gary sleeping 
on our couch* H'S tad dreams keep him up all 
night, and then he sleeps through most of the 
day. Xhat really stinks when you just want to 
relax after school and watch some TV. 





Xhe person whos teen affected the most ty Uncle 
Gary is RODRlCK, though. 
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Before Uncle G<xry moved in, Rodrick ^rac-Kcall^ 
LIVED oh +he couth ih +he -fanily roon, especially 

oh +he weekends. 


How Rod rick doesn+ K«ve anywKere +o 30 wKen 
Pad kicks Kim 00+ of ted ih +Ke trtsemen+ oh 


$rt+(/rd«y mornings. 



"iRe o+Ker d«y Rodrick came ups+airs, and wKen 
Ke saw Uncle Gary in Kis s^joL Ke Jos+ sle^>+ on 
ano+Ker par+ of +Ke coucK. 



51 





























Pad has really been nagging Uncle Gary about 
finding a Job; but Uncle Gary says hes tried and 
no one is taring. 


Uncle Gary has never held down a job for more 
+han a few days. ^The Iasi one he had was over ihe 
summer, when he worked as a iesi subject for a 
company +hai made pepper spray. Th pre+iy sore 
he <^uii before lunch. 



Pad wanis Uncle Gary io get a job like ME has, 
where yoo work in an office and have 
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B>u+ X doh+ +hihk Uhcle Cary is co+ oo+ for ah 
office job, ahd Xrn ho+ so sore X <w , ij ei+her. Pad 
has +o dress op for work every day ih a shir+ ahd 
-he, ahd he has +o wear dress shoes ahd dress 
socks, +oo. 


X ve already decided +ha+ when X <^row op , Xrn 
^ohha have +o fihd a job where you doh + heed +o 
wear +hose socks +ha+ 2° u p +o yoor khees. 



MAS ANYONE 
SEEN NY 
PANTS? 



Las+ summer Pad brooch + hie +o Brih<j Yoor Child 
+o Viork Pay a+ his office. B>o+ +he people a+ 
Pads work mus+Ve realized +heir jobs woold be 
borih-g +o +heir kids, so +hey broogh+ ih all sor+s 
of eh+er+aihmeh'h 
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for mo5+ of +he day, u$ kids s+ayed ih +h e 
tafe+eria while +he 2 row ^ -l, f s 30+ So| ^ e work done 
in +heir offices. 



Xoward +he end of +he day^ Pad brou^h^ r>e ih+o 
his office wfile he +ried +o finish up an impor+an+ 
project, so X sa+ +here nex+ +o hi^ and wai+ed. 
Bu+ X +hink i+ was hard -for Him -to c.ohceMra+e 
wHilc someone was looking over His sHoolJer. 
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Pad ^aVe me money +o buy Some+hing from +he 
Vending machine. He was probably Jus+ -trying to 
ge+ rid of me for a li++le while 3 so he wasn + +oo 
ha^y when X came tack a minu+e la+er wi+h a 
tax of jawbreakers. 



Pad +old me he really needed +o finish wha+ he 
was doing, so he asked me +o find somewhere else 
+o si+ while he wrapped things op, He mus+ve 
been really distracted that d<*y, though, because 
he went home and left me behind. X might Ve 
been stuck there all night if the Janitor hadnt 
found me. 
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Anyway, Pad Is pre++y annoyed +ha+ Uncle Gary 
doesn + have any money and has teen mooching off 
him. Mon has ac+ually s+ar+ed giving Uncle Gary 
an allowance even +hough he doesn + have +0 do 
any chores for i+, which feels wrong +0 me. 



X jus+ hope Uncle Gary uses some of his allowance 
+0 pay for his own tuttle ta+h. He used up all of 
mine on +he second day he was here, and i+s really 
no+ +he sane wKeh +he wa+er is trys+al clear. 
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Tuesday 

X really wish X didh-t have +o -throw my Jeahs ou+ 
a -few weeks ago, because -today a+ school X heeded 
+o look sharp. VJere s-tar+ihg a ballroom dahcihg 
uhi-t ih Phys £-d, ahd Mrs. More-Ha said each of 
us heeded -to -fihd a par-ther. 


So i+ wash-t a good day -to be wearihg corduro- 
pah+s -tha-t are -three inches -too short. 



Mrs. More+ia said we were gohha choose par-thers 
by wri+ihg dowh -the hame of +he persoh we 
wah+ed -to dahce wrth oh a li-t-tle slip of paper. 
Xheh she d go -through -the pieces of paper ahd 
pair us up -the bes-t she could. Xh<*+ was -the same 
system she used LAST year for -the square dahcihg 
uhi-t, -though, ahd X "to+ally go~t burhed. 
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X wro+e down +ke name o-f +ke pre++ies+ ^irl in 
my class. Bailee Atn+kony. 



BAYLEE 

ANTHONY 


Bu+ ske (iidn+ wri+e down MY name. Ske wro+e 
down Bryce Anderson, jus+ like every o+ker ^irl 
in +ke class. Bryce ended uj> picking McKenzie 
Follard, and Mrs. More++a assigned Baylee +o be 
my dance par+ner because Xd picked ker. 


A+ krs+ X was really e*ci+ed X 30+ Baylee as a 
par+her. Bu+ +ken X k<*d +° deal wi +k THIS 
kihd 0/ nonsense -for +kree weeks— 
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X (juess Bey lee didn't wah+ a repea+ o-f las-t year, 
erther, because -today she went around to all the 
^uys who didn+ have a chance with her and let 
them know. 


DON'T ANY OF YOU 
NERDS WRITE MY 
NAME DOWN. 



To be honest with you, X dont really care who X 
get paired up with as long as it isnt Ruby Bird. 



As "far as X know. Ruby is the ohly ^irl who has 
ever been suspended -from our school, and that was 
■for biting a -teacher. 


5 <) 













Xn -fac+, +he reason Ruby only has one /ron+ 
+oo+b Is because +he o+Ker one ended up in Mr. 
Underwood s elbow. 



X "try +o be pre+-ty nice +o Ruby whenever X 
cone across her In +he hallway, because she 
+ern/ies ne. 
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Bu-t -today X go+ worried +ha-t maybe Xve been 
TOO nice and she migh+ -think X actually LIKE 
her. Xhe las-t -thing X need is for Ruby -to 
wri+e my name down on +ha+ li-Hle slip of paper, 
because X know if shes my dance partner, XU do 
SOMETHING +o make her mad and end op wth 
her o+her -too-th in MY arm. 

So X used my little slip of paper -to -try ahd make 
Sure +ha+ doesn't happen. 


please do no+ put 
me with Ruby Bird. 

Sincerely, Greg Heffley 


X even -threw in a half-ea+en candy bar X was 
saving for la+er on -to make sure Itrs. More-Ha 
comes -through for me. 


Viednesda 




Las+ nigh+ X prayed ex+ra hard +hai X wouldn't 
end op with Ruby as my dance partner. 
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Xken X s+ar+ed worrying +ka+ maybe you only 
^e+ a cer+aih hunter of prayers answered in your 
life+ime 4 hd X m turhih^ +krougk mine +oo fas+. 

X d ka+e +o find ou+ la+er oh +ka+ X used up all 
my ehi+Sj because Xve teen ac+ihg like Xve ^o+ ah 
uhlimr+ed supply, 

X probably heed +o be more careful aboui +ka+. 
Fk<s weekend +ke +oile+ in +he ups+airs ba+kroom 
^o+ clogged; and X prayed +ka+ +ke plumber 
wouldn+ use our ba+kroom after \\t f*ed <+. 



For +ke records X kave abou+ a 15 % success 
ra+e wi+k my prayers. X dohf know if +ka+s 
^ood or badj tu+ ohe +kihg Xm pre++y Sure of 
is +ka+ X m never ^ohha ^e+ a li^k+saber for my 
tir+kday, ho ma++er kow badly X wah+ rh 
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Anyway, X +Whk Xve OjO^r +o be a lo+ more 
Specific wlieh X pray for Some+Wh^, because -today 
ih Pbys E-d my wish was ^rarvted> bi/t X m no+ 
happy about the way thirds turned out. 


A+ the be^ihhlh^ of class, Mrs. Moretta called 
out hames for datace partners, ahd X held my 

to Kub- 
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Bu+ Ruby 2°^ u^> wi+K fre^ley, ahd i-f you 

ask we, +ba+s a ma+cb made ih HeaVeh. 



E-Veh+ually, Mrs. More++a read ou+ +he las+ 
31'rls name, ahd +bere were S+ill a buhtb a-f boys 
lef+ over, ihcludihg me. XHere are a lo+ more 
boys ih my class +Ws year +han ^irls, so i+ made 
sense +ba+ ho+ everyohe 





B>u+ s+ill, X was a li++le disa^poih+ed +ba+ ho 
ohe wro+e my hame oh ohe o-f +hose li++le sli^s 
of paper. 












"Theh us ^tys realized we wereh + have +o do 

+he txallroon d<*hah<j uhi+ ahd +h<*+ we could jus+ 
kickball oh +he o+her Side o-f +he ■for 
+tiree weeks. 



B>u+ we celetra+ed a !i++le ^oo soon. Mrs. Morei+a 
said +Ka+ EVERYONE t>ad +o dance , and sKe 
s+ar+ed pairihg os toys i/p wi+k ONE ANOTHER. 
So +K« nex+ +king X knew, X was dancing a 
wal+z. wi+k Carlos E-scalera. 
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Monday 

'Today a+ school, Phys E-d was canceled because 
we had a general assembly during fourth period. 
X have +o admi+ X was a li++le disa^oin+ed 
when X -found ou+, because believe i+ or no+, me 
and Carlos have ae+ually been o^'H'in^ +he hah^ 
of +he meren^ue. 



Mos+ people were ^>re+-ty exci+ed , though, 
because we haven’+ had a general assembly sihce 
HoVember. Xha+s when -this hy^no+isH- called +he 
Amazing Andrew came +o our school. 


Xn +he grand finale of his show, +he Amazing 
Andrew hyyno+ized a line of eighth-graders in+o 

+o 3 e 
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"Ttah ta told tta ^tys tad oh^lue ttar> wi+k a 
na^ic word, ahd wtah ta said it +key cane apart 
jost like ttat. 



(cucumber?) 


After sctaol Sone kids ^ot ihto ah arguneht 
over wketker tta kyphotist was for real or if 
tkose ei^ktk-^raders were ih oh tta act ahd 
Just fakih^ it. 
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"Two o-f +he kids who +hough+ +he Ar^iin^ Andrew 
was a -fake linked +heir arms, And +hen Martin 
Ford -tried +o hypno-tiz-e +^>em in+o "thinking "they 
were supergloed together. 




Believe it or hot, it WORKED. "The two kids 
cool d n’t separate their arms, and they totally 
panicked. Martin tried saying the magic word, but 
lie couldnt onstick them. 


CUCUMBER? 
, CUCUMBER? 
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"The kids weh+ tack +o +he school, <md one o-f 
+he -teachers had +o -track down -the 
Andrew a+ his jot so could say -the ma^ic 



X have no idea tow -the school chooses -the people 
who come in and do our assemblies. One person 
they trou^Ki in last year was a c^uy called Strong 
Steve. He ^aVe a speech about tow we needed to 
stay off dru^sj and then -for tis ^rand -finale te 
ripped a ptone book in half with tis bare hands. 
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PohT ask r>e wka+ ripping a pkohe took kas +o 
do wi+k s+ayih^ o-f-f dru^Sj tu+ Tke kids a+ my 
sckool weh+ crazy -for +kis oyy. Xn f*t+, +ke 
litrariah kad To replace kalf Tke reference tooks 
oh our shelves affer $Troh^ Sieves visiT. 



Xke person X m re<*ll^/ koping ikey DON’T trin<j 
tack is ikis singer named KrissTiha. X ikihk ike 
school likes +o tring ih KrissTina -for assemtles 
tecaose ker lyrics art really posiTive. 



TRUST IN YOUR DREAMS X 
AND YOU WILL SEE i 
JUST HOW HAPPY 1 
YOUR HEART CAN BE yy 

REACH FOR THE STARS 
AND NEVER STOP f\ 
YOU'RE A WINNER * 
YOU'LL REACH THE TOP? S 
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Kriss+iha calls herself ah "ih+erha+iohal pop 

away 

wi+h +ha+. As -far as X cah -tell, shes heVer eVeh 
beeh ou+ of +he STATE.. 


sehsa+lohj bu+ X doh + khow bow she ge+s 



Ohe of my faVori+e assemblies was +he ohe where 
a police officer came +o our School ahd +olJ us 
abou+ beihg a hare. He said his Job was +o pose 
as a high school s+udeh+ ahd +heh report oh +he 
kids who were up +o ho good. 



71 
















X +hou^h+ +ha+ Sounded like ah AWESOME 

job. X/ X cah ^e+ paid +o <jo +o school wi+hou+ 
doihj homework or +akihg ■+es+s AND sehd all 
+he jerks +o jail, +heh "tha+s +he career for ne. 


mS. JOHNSON! DAVID\ 
NARKS IS SHOOTING ) 
SPITBALLS AGAIN! J 



Af+er +he police officer cane +o our school, ne 
and ry friend Rowley decided +o s+ar+ our own 
de+ec+iVe agency. 
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Uhfor+uha+e!yj +here wasn + a Io+ of demand for 
yrlva+e de+et+ives in our neighborhood j and 
nobody wah+ed +o hire us, Bu+ we decided +o 
s+ar+ syyin^ oh people ANYWAY, 

w 



X+ was at+ually a lo+ of fuh. Xhe ^rea+ +Kih^ 
abou+ being ^ yriva+e ihves+iga+or is +ha+ you 
can yoke around ih o+her yeoyles lives and i+s 
Jus+ yar+ of your job. 
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Vie mostly -focused our iinVes+i^d+iohs oh Hr. MilliSj 
wKo lives a -few doors up +he s+ree+ from me. I+s 
ho+ like he wdS doihg diry+hih<j suspicious. X+s 
Jus+ +Kd+ we knew he had all +he movie channels 

















I \ -T 7?)- 


1 



01 


Our de+ec+ive agency /ell ayar+j +hough, a-f+er 
we s+ar+ed ihVes+i^a+ih^ SarHy Pouglas. X d le+ 
hiim torrow a Video game over +he Summer ahd he 
said he los+ rh, tu+ X knew he was lying. So X 
sen+ Rowley down +o SarHys house +o ge+ hirn 
+0 cough r+ uy, 

X +augh+ Rowley how +o ac+ really +ough and 
crack his knuckles a lo+ so $co+4y would ge+ +he 
message +ha+ we weren + -fooling around- 
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wKeh Rowley didh+ come back hgk+ away, X 
s+ar+ed +o wohder wka-t- Ra^ehed. X weh+ dowh 
+o Sco-Hys Roose mysel-f +o ihVes+iga+e, ahd X 
caucjRi Rowley red _ kahded ^layihg my video ^ame 
wi+R Sco-Hy. 



X Kad +o -fire Rowley oh +Re spo+j ahd if X ever 
s+ari aho+Rer de+ec+ive a^ehcy, +Re firsi +Rih«j 
X m cjohha do is Kire a more ih+imida-Khtj ehforcer. 


Ahywayj like X said, everyohe was exti+ed +o fihd 
ot/+ wRo +Re <^ues+ was for +odays assembly. 
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Bu+ i+ -horned 00+ -hhere WASN'T a ^oes-h. Af+er 
we sa+ down in +he ayn, Vice Principal Roy ^p 
on +he s+acje and said +he reason he cja+hered os 
all -ho^e+her was -ho announce -hha-h +here was ^onna 
be a special elee+ioh -ho replace -hhe s+oden-h council. 


Vie had s-huden-h council elec+ions in -hhe ■fall. liu-h 
+he class officers were skipping -hhe mee+in^s 
because -they re held during recess , and X ^uess 
fed up. 




Vice Principal Roy said -hhere are +wo condrhions for 
running for office. One, you have -ho be willing -ho 
a-h+end all -hhe s-huden-h council mee-hin^s. And -hwo, 
you can+ have -hhree de+en+ions or more. 
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X felt like that second role was diret+ed a+ ME, 
because X jus+ picked up my +Wrd de+eh+ioh. 


Xh my firs+ year o-f mi ddle school, t»n eighth- 
grader told r* there was a secret elevator that 
weht to the second -floor, and that he coold sell 
ne a special pass for five hocks. 



Xhat soohded like a good deal to ME, so X 
gave hint five dollars for the pass, which looked 
pretty official. 


ELEVATOR PASS 

This pass entitles the 
holder to unlimited use of 
the middle school elevator. 
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Bu+ i+ +urhed oo+ +he whole +^ih^ wc ns a scan Ahd 
+here was ho such +Whg as a secre+ eleva+or. 




Xd beeh holding oh +o +hd+ eleVA+or pass ever 
sihte, Bo+ a -few weeks ago X sold i+ +o a kid 
who s hew +0 oor school. 


Uhfor+uhd+elyj X wdSh+ care-ful enough, Ahd X 
go+ bos+ed by Vice Prihci^Al Roy, who mdde me 
re+urh +he mohey. 
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He even gave me a detention, wKicK really stunk , 
because X d given "tKe kid a deal by selling Kiri tKe 
pass at Kalf price. 

After tKe assembly X realised sometKing-* Rowley 
Kas never Kad a detention, so Ke d be tKe 
PERFECT candidate for student council. X told 
Kin Ke sKould run, but Ke said Ke wouldnt know 
wKat Ked do if Ke got elected. 


But tKats wKere X come in. X told Kin if Ke gets 
elected j X 11 make all tKe tougK decisions and all 
Ke 11 KaVe to do is sKow up for tKe meetings and 
do wKat X tell Kin. X tKink its a GENIUS idea, 
because X II get to be in power but X wont Kave 
to miss any recess. 


/I VOTE FOR\ 
/ DOUBLE RECESS \ 
\ AND HALF DAYS J 
V ON FRIDAYS?/ 



/IVOTE FOR\ 
f DOUBLE RECESS \ 
\ AND MALF DAYS } 
\JDN FRlDAYSTy 
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X Volon+eered +o be his canpai^n maha^er so he 
woh+ even Have +o lift a finder +o ^e+ elec+ed. So 
we wen+ +o +he bulle+ih board in "the froh+ Railway 


+o 


s. 3 h 


Rowle 1 


7T 


X +old hir> he should ruh -for one of +he Juicy 
spo+s like President or Vice President, bu+ he 
wan+ed +o run for "Social Chairperson.’’ X have 
no idea wha+ a Social Chairperson does, bu+ as 
loh<^ as Rowley ge+S +o Vo+e oh +he inpor+ah+ 
decisions, Xn fine wi+h i+. 



VJednesda 


7 


Yes+erday sorne of -the o+her candida+es were 
hanging pos+ers up in +he hallways and handing 
ou+ bu++ons and candy +0 ^e+ +henselves elected. 
So we were ALREADY behind. 
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X knew X was <johh<* have +o dream op some+kih^ 
fciej +o make sore Rowley ^e+s elected, so kcres 
wka+ X came op wi+k. 


VJken +ke tandida+es ^ive +keir speeches in +ke 
^ym, "^ke kleackers will te -foil o-f s+odeh+s. A+ 
spor+s <james Xve seen oh TV, people in +k« 
s+adium paint tkeir ckests to spell out messages. 
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Las+ I go+ a bohch o-f Uhcle Garys 

T-^Kir+s /ron +he tjara^e, +umej +hen ihside 
ot/+, ahd wro+e a le++er oY\ each ohe so +hey 

spelled ou+ "VOTE ROWLEY JEFFERSON 
FOR SOCIAL CHAIRPERSON." T+ Look 


all ni^K+j ahd X weh+ "through about twehty 
markers , bu+ X knew it was gonna make a big 
splash a+ the assembly. 



X got to school earl^ today and gave each kid who 
was willihg to wear a shirt a piece of bubble gw. 



But wheh we got into the gym, getting the kids 
+o stand ih the right order was like trying to 
herd cats. 
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Xhe only candida+es who 3°+ +0 ^Ye speeches were 
+he ones who were rtmnin^ -for Presiden-h X was 
pre-Hy relieved +0 hear +ha+, because when X had 
Rowley rehearse his speech -for Social Chairperson, 
he was a nervous wreck. 


j 

/greetings, fellow students^ 

\ 

1 

MY NAME IS ROWLEY 

V JEFFERSON, AND I, OH... J 

1 
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The -firs+ ttuhdicta+e +o give a speech w as a girl 
hamed Sydney Greehe who is a s+rargh+-A s+udeft+ 
<*hd h*s hever missed <* day o-f school. ske said 
ikai i-f skes elecied Presidehi, skell ^ei be-Her 
e<pipmehi -for ike musk room <nnj will organize a 
projeci +o pui hew proieciive covers oh ike books 
ih ike library. 


Hexi up was Bryah Buiisy. As 


j-p was Dry ah Dut+sy. A\s Sooh as Vice 
Prihcipal Roy called Bryah up io ike podium, 
eVeryohe ih ike ^ym siaried makih^ all soris o-f 
obhoxious hoises. 



X m Sure Bryah Said a loi o-f ihieresiihg ikihgS 
durih^ kis speeckj buiyou couldhi kear a word 
wiik all ikai rackei. 

















X jus+ Kope P>ryah doesn+ run for Presideh+ 
wKen Kes a ^rown-up, because if Ke does, his 
canpargn rallies are .gonna be RIDICULOUS. 

Xhe las+ cahd ida+e +o op was a kid harmed Cumene 
E-llis. E-ugene is +Ke only person running -for 
President who didn+ pu+ up pos+ers or hand ou+ 
lollipops or any+hih<j like ■tha+, so nobody really 
took h in seriously. 



Cumenes canpaigh speech was only abou+ +Rr+y 
seconds long. He said -+ha+ if Hes elec+ed 
President, Kell ge+ +he school +o replace +he 
cheap +oile+ paper in +he ba+hroons wi+h +he 
expensive, <juil+ed kind. 

VJhen E-ugene finished his speech, +he whole place 
went berserk. Kids are ALWAYS conplaining 
aboirh the +oile+ paper situation because the -type 
the school uses is like sandpaper. 
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from +he reac+ioh £uger>e go+, X doh + 
+hiV\k Sydney or Bryan has * prayer. 



Thursday 

Jus+ like X predic+edj £-ugene £.11 is won 5+uden+ 
A landslide. Rowley won, -too, 
ohly person who at+uall< 
op for Social Chairperson. X wish Xd known 
that, because X could Ve saved nyself a lot of 
hassle with those T-shirts. 



council President b^ 
because he was the 


Xhe student council had their first meeting today, 
and Mrs. Birch, the teacher who works with the 
council, told E-ugene the school couldnt afford to 
stock the bathrooms with quilted toilet paper, so 
he might as well forget about it. 
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Word around school fas+, and people were 
pre++y mad- The whole reason everyone Vo+ed for 
Evgene was tecaose of his campaign promise. Plus^ 
we do fundraisers for +he school every year, and 
you would "think they could take Some of the money 
we make and Spend it oh Some tjuality toilet paper. 


X thought the school would be rolling In dough 
after the LAST fundraiser we had a few weeks 
ago, when we sold candy tars. X have to give 
credit to whoever came up with the idea. The 
school sent each student home with fifty Chocolate 
Crunch candy bars, and we were supposed to 30 
out and sell them +0 our neighbors. 




CPLU^fQX 


CKOCOkTtT CHOJTCK 
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Bu+ X doh+ know a single kid who didn + ea+ a+ 
leas+ -three or four candy tars before -they even 
go+ home. Xn fact, X a+e fif+een by -the "time 
Mon -footed ou+ and pu+ a s-to|> -to rt. 



So a lo+ of families like mine had +o wrrte a check 
-to -the school Jus+ +o cover -the cos+ of -the candy 
bars -their children a+e. X+s possible -tha+ nobody 
sold d single candy bdr during -that - fundraiser. 


$a-turd< 


¥ 


Sneaking of money. Uncle Gary s^>en+ dll of his 
allowance -this week and asked me if he could 
torrow sone o-f MINE. VJhen Pad found ou+, he 
was pre-tty mad. 
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1 + +urhs ou+ Uncle Gary spen+ KiS no hey on 
scra+ch -Wcke+s a+ +he convenience s+ore. Pad +old 
Unde Gary hes 30+ a be++er chance of <je++in<j 
s+ruck by li^bi+nihg +hah winning +fe lo++ery 
and +Ka+ he s Jus+ was+ih^ his money. 



Pad probably should've chosen his words more 
carefully, because now Manny won+ s+ey foo+ 
ou+Side if i+s raining. 























Scra+ck +icke+s are a sore subject -for Pad anyway. 
A -few years a<jo Pad boo^k+ Uncle Gary a nice 
win+er Jacket -for Ckris+mas, and Uhcle Gary ^ave 
Pad a scra+ck +icke+. Pad seemed a li++le annoyed 
+ka+ Ke d speni all +ka+ money on Unde Gary 
and Unde Gary jus+ gave kin a gi-f+ +ka+ only 
cos+ a bock. 



Pad scra+cked o-f-f +ke 1i++le scares on +ke card 
wi+k a coin and ke go+ +kree ckernes, wkick 
mean+ ked jos+ won a kondred +koosand dollars. 



Bu+ i+ iorned 00+ +ke +icke+ was jus+ a gag gi-f+, 
and i+ was a -fake. 















YOU SHOULD’VE 
SEEN THE LOOK ON 
YOUR FACE? HA HA? 



Vie s+ill tahd men+ion "fhad Chris+mas do Pad , 
because id Jusd puds ^Ip> in a u mood for dhe 


resd of dhe da 


/• 


Ylhad Pod REALLY wands is for Unele Gary 
+o ^ed <* job So lie Mh noVe oud of our house. X m 
sdarding +o wish Uncle Gary would jed a jot , doo, 
because ladely lies been spending * lod of dine in 
ny room playing on dhe conpuder. 

Hes addic+ed do dhis Vir+ual-world ^ane where you 
can be anything you ward", like a policenan or a 
consdrucdion worker or a rock sdar. 












B>u+ in +he game, Unele Gary is Jus+ a guy who 
doesn+ have a Jot and buys a bunch oF sera+ch 
-hcke+s every day. 



FEBRUARY 

"flwrsday 

"There have been some pre-Hy big develop me n+s a+ 
school this week. 


X+ all siar+ed on Monday a+ +he las+ s+uden+ 
council mee+ing. Xhe mee+ings are held in +he 
teachers lounge } and aF+er +he "Treasurer , Javan 
HiHj wen+ +o use "the ba+hroomj he came out wi+h a 
roll oF Pillow - So Ft Ul+ra +oile+ paper. 













































Ihat berths the teachers have beeh treating 
themselves to good toilet paper wKile us kids are 
stuck with the cheap stuff. 



Vihen £.ugene E-llis confronted Mrs. Birth, she 
knew the teachers were totally busted. 



Mrs. Birth said that even though the teachers 
use Pillow-Soft Ultra, theres not enough mone^/ 
in the budget to stock all the kids bathrooms 
with expensive toilet paper, but she could agree 
to a compromise. 
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su said -\\\t school eoold allow kids +o brihg ih 
+lhei’r OWN rolls -from hone, A^d wheh +he 
ahhouhteneh+ cane over +he loudspeaker, i+ was a 
hu^e vic+ory -for £,Uis ahd +he res+ o-f +he 

s+uden+ coohciL 



'Tuesday was +he -firs + day kids were allowed 
trihg ih +heir owh +oile+ paper, ahd X +hihk Sone 
people weh+ a Irrtle overboard. 






























some kids broi/tjh+ ih so much +oile+ 
paper +ha+ +here wasn + enough room +o fr+ i+ in 
+heir lockers, so +hey carried +heir supply around 
wi+h +Hem. 



£very+hm^ probably wouldVe been Jus+ fine, bu+ 
a+ lunch someone +hrew c % roll o-f +oile+ paper a+ 
somebody else, and wi+Hin abou+ -fi-f+een seconds i+ 
was a +o+al madhouse* 
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La+er +Ha+ afterhaah +He ^rihcipal ^a+ ah the 
loudspeaker ahd said +K<*+ fran haw ah, were ahly 
allowed +o brih<j five squares of +oi!e+ paper +a 
school a day. Xh<*+ seens like a pre++y ridiculous 
rule, because X doh+ khaw ANYONE who cah 
<je+ by ah five squares* 


Yes+erday a few kids eau^h+ brihgihg ih more 
+Kah +hey were supposed +a, sa haw +he +eaeHers 
are cbieckihg our bags wHeh we cor^e ih trough 
+he frah+ daars ih +he marhihg. 



IWsday 

By +he +ine +he prihcipal se+ +ha+ fiVe-scjuare 
li™+ las+ week, Xd already s+acked ny lacker wi+K 
abou+ +weh+y rails. 



















Xhe teachers cio r^hcion checks oh kids' lockers 
how, ahd X khew soor\tf or la+er they were ^ohha 
-fihd my secret s+ash* 



X wah+ed +o nake sure ry supply lasted to the 
ehd o-f the school year, 50 X heeded to figure out 
how +o protect it. 


X decided the ohly way to do THAT was to have 
a s+all ih the ka+hroon all to myself, ahd to keep 
my toilet paper hidden ih there* 


So oh Mohday X picked a s+all +ha+ was pre++y 
cleah ahd locked +he door* Xheh X crawled 
uhderhea+h i+ +o ^get ou+* 


°n 


































































He*+ X slipped some old sheakers X trou^h+ 
■from home oh +he floor ih -froh+ of +he +oile+ +o 
m<*ke i+ look like +he s+all was occupied. 



tvery +ime X needed +o use +he ba+hroom +his 
week, X warhed +o make sure ho ohe was arouhd, 
+heh X crawled ohd erhea+h my s+all door, X+ 
was like X had a +ihy li++le apar+meht ih +here* 
Xh fat+, X wish Xd +hough+ o-f +his idea a 
loh^ +ime <xop. 

























for a few d<*ys ry sys+em worked ^rect+. Ho one 
even TRIED +o use ry priva+e s-tall. 



+o pick one of 
sKoes up off +Ke <j rou ' r ' < X ahd X ^uess +h<*+ 
r'KiS+Ve looked pre-Hy suspicious from +Ke ou+side- 


Du+ +Ken X for^oi 


+Kc 


spare 




































Xt wasnt long te-fore people -figured out X was 
hoarding quality toilet paper, and things -fell 
apart pretty quickly a-fter that. 



paper experience is that i-f we want something, 
were gohha have to raise the money on our own. 

So last week the student council brainstormed ideas 
■for a class fuhdraiser. "the Vice President, Hilary 
Pine, said we should have a car wash, and the 
Secretary, Olivia pavis, said we should do a giant 
yard sale. 
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X +hough+ we should sell caramel popcorn, bu+ 
ei+her Rowley didh'+ have his walkie-+alkie up loud 
enough or everybody was jus+ ignoring me. 




Eugene EJlis sugges+ed a pro wres+lihg rna+eK in 
+he gym, and JaVah Hill came up wi+h +he idea o-f 
a mo+ocross s+uh+ show* Bu+ +hey touldn + decide 
which idea +hey liked te++er, so +hey se++led oh a 
mixed mo+ocross/wres+ling even+* 
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I +hihk &uejehe realized r+ was ^ohha +ake a lo+ 
o-f work +o pull Some+hihg like +ha+ oVT, So he 
assigned i+ +o his Vice PresiderrK HilUry -forced a 
Fuhdraisih^ Compvi++ee ahd cjo+ her Vriehds oh +he 
s+udeh+ couhcil +o Joih i+. 


Oh Hobday, Hill ary reported back -to +he s+odeh+ 
couhcil and said -tha+ everything for if e even+ was 
plahhed bu+ +Kd+ ~hV>e 

made d few Small changes -to -the original idea. 


Eohdraising Commi-Hee had 



Somehow +he mo-tocross/wres-tlihg even+ worked 
in-to d VALENTINES DAY dance. E-ugene and 
-the o+her guys wanted to change it back , but 
Mrs. Eircf said they had to respect -the decision 
of -the fund raising Commit-tee. X m sure the truth 
is that she wasn't really crazy about the idea of 
motorized Vehicles ih the gym to begin with. 
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E-Ver sihce word ^o+ ou+ abou+ +he Valen+ines Pay 
dance, i+s all anyohe can +<*l Jc abou+ a+ school. 

The girls seen really excised , and +hey’re +rea+ing 
i+ like Some Sor+ of niddle school pron. 



There's already a Pance ConnrHxe, which 
Rowley go+ invi+ed +o be on since he s +he Social 
Chairperson. X'n Jus+ glad +heres some nale 
represen+a+ion oh +ha+ conni++ee, because if 
+he ojirls have +heir way, Rriss+ina will be +he 
en+er+aihnen+ -for "the nigh+. 


Mos+ of -the boys cooldni care less abou+ +he 


eres 


dance. T ve heard a bunch of guys saying +h 
no way +hey re gohha pay +hree bucks +o go +o 
a dance in +he School gynhasiun. E>u+ "tha^ all 
changed earlier +his week when +he firs+ Candy 
Grans go+ handed ou+ in honeroon. 
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XKe Candy Grams are invi+a+iohs +o +He Valen+ines 
Pay dance, and +he Pa nee Commif+ee s+ar+ed 
selling +Kem a-t lunch +he o+her day. Xf you ^>ay 
4 wen-ty-five cen+s, you can send a Candy Gram +o 
anyone you wanf, and Bryce Anderson 30+ ones 
■from a+ leasi -five di-ffereni girls righf o-ff +he ta+. 




/ aO/UJQL, \ 

It would be “sweet” if 



you’d go with me to the 
^ Valentine’s Dav danceL ) 



Signed, 

cccu 
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Af+er +ke firs+ wave of Candy Grams 
delivered , some o-f +he toys who didn+ ^e+ one <jo+ 
jealous o-f +he cjuys who DID. How all o-f a Sudden 
EVERYONE wan+s +o <^o +o +he dance because 
ho one wan+s +o te left out. So yes+erday at 
lunch -there was a biq rush on Candy Crams. 



Like X said before, there are more toys than 
^irls in my ^rade this year, and X think a lot of 
^uys are nervoos they re not gonna end up with a 
date to the dance. So most of the boys are acting 
really different whenever a girl is around. 


A+ lunch, guys usually take spoonfuls of mashed 
potatoes and flick "mem up at the ceiling to tr> 
and get them to stick. 
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Poh+ eVeh ask r>e WWAT +hey pu+ in +Ke 
po+a+oes +ha+ makes +hem s+ick like +ha+. 

- Z~2 -i£30*-<*■*,-- 

“GLOP 



Sometimes X for^e+ +o look up before X find a 
place +o si+. 



XHe ^irls really Ha+e +he masked po+a+o +Wnj, 
and +ha+s why +hey si+ oh +he o+her side of +he 
tafe-teria. Bu+ now +he boys know +Key re ho+ 
^onna <^e+ one of +he <^irls +o jo wi+h +hem +o 
+he dance if +hey ac+ like jerks. 




















X tan +ell i+s hard -for <x lo+ o-f +he toys +o te 
ncn+ure in froh+ o-f +he ^irls. So sone <juys ^re 
actth-g oo+ when +here <*ren + <*hy ^irls around. 

Vie re in +he middle o-f a tasjce+bal! uni+ ih Phys 
£d, wi+K +Ke girls playihg oh ohe side of +he gyr> 
ahd +Ke toys oh +he o+her. The o+her day +his 
kid hamed Ah+hohy Rehfrew +hoogh+ i+ would te 
^>re++y fuhhy if he pah+sed Pahiel Revis wheh he 
was shoo+ihg free +hrows. 



£.verytody laughed except for Pahiel, to+ la+er oh 
Pa hie I go+ Ah+Kohy tack wheh he was goihg for 
a layu^>. Af+er +Ka+ i+ was a free-for-all, wi+R 
eVeryohe pah+sihg eVeryohe else. So +hihgs have 
teeh AWFUL sihee +heh. 
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t'dow everyone’s so 
+K<*+ ho ohe will even s+ahd op during our 
taske+ball scrimmages. 


paranoid about getting pahtsed 



£Ve even started wearing two pairs of shorts 
under my sweatpants for extra insurance. 



Xhi'ngs K<»Ve gotten so tad that Vice Principal 
Roy came into the gym today to lecture the toys. 
He said this was ho laughfhg matter and that 
anyohe caught pantsing another student woo Id 


te suspended 
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Bu+ Vice Prihcipal Roy sRoultive wa+cked wkere ke 
was s+ahdih^, because some kid Shock uhder +ke 
bleackers ahd ^o+ kin ^re-Hy ^ood. 



VJkoeVer did i+ escaped be-fore Vice Principal Ro> 
could ca+ck kin. V^o ohe khows for Sore wko i+ 
was, bu+ +ke hane +keyre usihg for +ke is 
+ke Mad Pah+ser. 


"Tuesd( 


¥ 


X+’s beeh abou+ a week sihce +key ih+roduced +kese 
Cahdy Grans, ahd X n <je"Hih<j a IrHle cohcerhed 
+ka+ X k<*veh+ ^o++eh ohe ye+. Xve never fluh^ 
po+a+oes oh +ke ceilih^ ahd Xve hever pah+sed 
ahyohe ih ny life, So X doh+ khow wka+ a <^uy 
heeds +o do +o impress a ^irl +kese days. 























X+ seems like every <juy ih my Komeroom Kas 
go++eh a Cahdy Gram, E^veh Travis Hickey go+ 
one, and Ke II ea+ a trus+ of ^>izza ou+ of a +rasK 
tah if you cjiVe Kim a <^uar+er. 



Uhcle Gary was playihg Kis tom^u+er game ih my 
room +Ke o+Ker higK+j ahd X +old Kim akou+ +he 
Valeh+ihe's Pay dahce ahd +Ke Cahdy Grams. Believe 
i+ or ho+j Ke gave me Some really good advice. 


Uhcle Gary +old me +Ke tes+ way +o ge+ a girls 
a++eh+ioh is t>y mak ihg yourself look "uhaVailatleF 
He said wKa+ X sKould do is fcuy a buhcK of 
Cahdy Grams ahd KaVe +Kem all delivered +o 
MYSELF so +Ke girls would +Whk X was a really 
Ko+ proper+y. 
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X probably skouldve -tHoucjk't' aboui +alkih^ -to 
Uhcle Gary a lo-t earlier. He's beeh married 
some+kihg like -four "times 
EXPERT oh rela-tiohskips. 



Yes+erday X bou^k+ +wo dollars’ wor+k o-f Cahdy 
Grams , ahd -today ih komeroom -tkey were delivered 
+o me. 



X Jus+ kope +kls works , because -tka-t -two bucks 
was my luhck mohey. 


Ill 

















Frid< 


A 


By Wednesday Xd blown through five dollars, 
and X realized if X ke^+ buying Candy Grans 
for myself, X was <johha s+arve +o dea+H* So 
X decided +o actually boy a Candy Gran for a 
GIRL and see how +ha+ wen+* 


Yes+erd^y 4+ luhch X boogh+ d Cahdy Gran ahd 
sent i+ +o Adr<ahhe Simpson, who si+s +hree rows 
away from me ih £h<jlish. Bu+ X didh + wah+ +o 
risk my whole <|uar+er oh ohe person, so X made 
sore X go+ my moneys wor+h* 


Dear Adr lanne, 

It would be “sweet” if 
you’d go with me to the 
Valentine’s Day dance! 

Signed, 


P.S. Tf+k« answer is 
no, please hand 
.+his +o Jul 'ct 


w 
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Adriahhe ahd Julia were to+h givihg me dir+y looks 
wheh X walked ih+o eUss +oday, so Xm assuming 
i+s a ho -from bo+h o-f +hem, 

X realized a Candy Gran isn*+ +he ONLY way 
+o ask a girl <* dance; though. XKeres a girl 
named Leighann Harlow who si+s ih +he sane chair 
■for homeroom +ha+ X si+ in -for kb s +° r y class. So 
X wro+e her a ho+e oh my desk, ahd i+ didh + 
coS+ ne a ceh+. 


Uh-for+uha+el^j X forgo+ +ha+ a-f+er-school 
de+eh+ioh is held ih +he sane room as bjis+ory, 
So Some noroh Jumped ih wi+h ah ahswer before 
Leighanh eVeh had a chahce +o read my ho+e. 


Hi Leighann- 


are 


lookinc 


for someone to do 
to the dance wl+h, TjeOlP 

fl fC+ L.L Lrnrtt.i ^ . t L 'll 


4 um aertfua. 

JLVm "VQit *- - 

*& *An cfivnot uf&K ifAL' 


Just fet me know 
by writing Lack. 


Greg Heff ley 




^ e c, I w '' 11 3°. + ° 
jvV'S cipnce w'+h you 
cjni "R 5 . W, H yc^ merry 
me? 
HAR HAR 
HAR 
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Xm ^>reddy nervous, because id seems like dhere 
arend really a lo+ of ^irls left do choose -from ad 
dhis poind. 


One ^irl who doesn’d have a (We yed is Xrika 
Hernandez.. She jusd broke up wdh her boy-friend, 
dhis kid named Jamar Law, who is -famous in our 
school for ejeddhej his Kead sduck in a chair. Xhe 
Janidor even bad do cud him free widh a hacksaw. 
Xds in dhe yearbook and everydhin^. 



Slifky situation: Jamar Law gets a lililc help Irum Mr. Lewis after 
getting his head stuck in a chair during Mrs. Moran’s art class. 


£-rika is really preddy and nicej so dohd ask me 
wbad she was dbinkin^ when she sdarded ^oin<^ oud 
widb a doofus like Jamar. 










She WOULD be a+ +he +op of my Us+ for +he 
dance. B»+l m worried +ha+ if "things worked ou+ 
be+weem me and her, X d always be ■+L' n ikih^ abou+ 
her ex-boy-friehd and X wooldn+ be able +o ^e+ 



Xhe Erika Herhahdez, si+oa-Hoh has made me 
wohder wha+ o+her <yrls ml^h+ have a Jamar Law 
ih -their pas+. X+s hard +o keep -track of who 
has ^ohe ou+ wl+h who Ih my school , and +ha+s 
importah-t ihforma+ioh when you re looking for a 
da+e +o -the dance. So X drew op a chart -to see 
how eVeryohe In my ^rade Is cohnec+ed. 
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Xve still go+ a long way +o goj but heres +he 
incomplete version. 



Xhe person X^ worried about is a toy named 
£van VJWtehead. Xve heard tiim bragging that 
tie s kissed a bunch o-f di-f-ferent girls in my grade* 
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B>u+ las+ week he sent home -from school 
tecause he had +he chicken pox, which X didn+ 
even know you coif Id s+ill GET anymore* So who 
knows HOW many o^ir\s £vans in-fec+ed* 



One gi^l Xh> pre++y sure tvan never kissed is 
Julie VJebter, because she's teen going ou+ wi+h 
E*d Harwell since +Ke -fifth ojra^st. Birt XW 
heard +Keir rela+iohshi^ is a li-Hle sh<*hy -these 
days, so Xri do wha+ X coin +o hel^> s^eed 

+K.n 3 s rtloh^. /'vOU CAN D0\ 

( BETTER i 

than him; y 
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Uncle Gary -hold me +ha+ if X wan+ a girl +o go 
+o +he dance wi+h me^ Xm gonna have +o ask her 
■face-+o—face. Xve beeh +rying +o avoid +Ka+ ? btrh 
X +hrhk hes probably righ+. 


Xheres a girl named ?ey+on tills who Xve always 
kind of had a crush on, ahd when X saw her 
drihkihg from +he wa+er fouh+ain yes+erday, 

X s+ood +here and wai+ed f>aiieh+ly for her +o 
finish, E*u+ Pey+on mus+Ve seen me ou+ of "the 
corner of her eye and realized X was ^onna ask 
her +o +he dance, so she Jus+ kep+ drinking and 
drinking while X s+ood +here like a do^e. 



tven+ually, +he tell ran^ and we bo+h had +o ^o 
+o class. 


























X barely know Pey+on, so maybe r+ was a bad idea 
+o +ry and ask her anyway, X realized X should 
probably s+ick wi+h girls who Xve go+ some kind of 
a connec+ion wi+h* Xhe firs+ person +o come +o mind 
was Be+hany Breen i my lab par+ner in Science, 


Bu+ X don+ +hink Xve made such a good 
impression on Be+hany. VJere in +he middle of our 
ana+omy uni+j and for +he pas+ few days weve 
been dissec+ing frogs, X m really squeamish when 
i+ comes +o +ha+ sor+ of +hingj so X jus+ le+ 
Be+hany do +he dissec+ing while X s+and on +he 
o+her Side of +he room +rying no+ +o +hrow up. 



Seriously, +hough/ in +his day and age X doh + 
know why were s+ill cu++ing open frogs +o see 













Xf somebody +ells me ^heres a hear+ and in+esTnes 
ihside a X m willih^ +o -take +helr word -for iT. 

X was ^re++y hay^y X 30+ paired uf> wi+h 

Be+hany as lab par+ners, X remember back in 
elementary school, whenever a teacher picked a boy 
and a 31'rl +0 do someth^ to3ether, all the other 
kids would 30 CRAZY. 


/ WOULD PETER \ 
/ AND USA PLEASE \ 
l CLEAN THE ) 
VWHITEBOARD?/ 



WOO 
WOOOOO! 

rex 





When X 30+ picked +0 be lab partners with 
Bethany, X was hopin3 -for some kind of reac+ion 
from the rest of the class. But X 3uess everyone’s 
ow+^rown that stuff. 
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/"WOO WOO/'/ 

V RIGHT GUYS? J 

- 




£-Veh X h<*Veh+ mpressed Be+tidhy wrhh 

ny dissec+ioft skills , X s+ill +Ko^l>+ X r r »i 3K+ 
have d s^o+ Wi+K Ker. X doh+ wdh+ +o bra^ or 
dlry+Wln^j bo+ X HAVE beeh d ^>re++y hilarious 



A+ +Ke end of +he day yes+erddy, X wdlked up 

+o Be+hdfy when she wdS ^e++ihg her cod+ ou+ 
of her locker. 


Ill 
























X t*drn(+ X was a li-Hle nervous -talking +o her 
eveh ■ihoocj 
ay as lab 

word oo+, X s+ar+ed +h>hkih^ abou+ +he -fro^s. 
So X doh+ +hihk i+s ^ohha work ou+ be+weeh me 
ahd her. 


h we spehd for+y--flve mihu+es every 
par+hers. E>o+ be-fore X 30+ a sihgle 



Las+ high+ when X was +ellih<^ VJhde Gary abou+ 
wU+ happened a+ school, he said my problem 
is +h«+ Xm -trying +0 do +his oh my owh ahd X 
heed a wih^mah +0 help me look ^ood ih -froh+ o-f 
+he ^irls so i+s easier +0 ask ohe ou+. 


Vlell, X +hihk Rowley would be a PERFECT 
wihgmah -for me, because he makes me look <jood 
jus+ by beih^ himselX 
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Xoday X asked Rowley +o be ny wingnah, bu+ ke 
didn + really uhders+ahd +ke cohcep'h So X +old 
Kin i+s jus+ like being ny canpaign nanager, bu+ 
■for +Ke dance. 



Rowley said naybe we could be EACH OTHERs 
wing nan and kelp eack o+ker ge+ a da+e +o -+ke 
dance, bu+ X said we skou Id do +kis one person 
a+ a +i'ne, X feel like we need +o ge+ ny 
si+ua+ioh +aken care of firs+, because ge++ing 
Rowley a da+e +o +ke dance could end up being 
a long-+ern project. 
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Vie ^ave +he wihgmah +KiV\g a +riaI ruh a+ luhchj but 
X "thihk +heres s+ill a lo+ o/ room /or improVemeh+. 



Rowley +old 


Xhorsday 

Oh +he walk home -from school +oday 
me he heard -from a <jir! oh iRe Pahce Commi++ee 
+h<*+ Alyssa Grove jus+ broke up wi'+h her 
boy/riehd ahd is lookih^ /or a Ja+e +o +he dahee. 


See, +ha+s EXACTLY why X made Rowley my 
wihgmah, Alyssa is ohe o/ +he mos+ popular {jirls 
ih my school^ so X was {johha have io ac+ cjuick 
before ohe 0/ +he o+her goobers ih my class go+ 
+o her* 

















VlHeh X ^o+ taor\e X called Alyssas hunter ngh+ 
away, bu+ ho ohe was +here. ahswen'ng nachihe 
picked up really fas+, ahd +he hex+ +Kih^ X khew 
X was leavihg a message. 



X W+ +U f •poi/hd key oh ihe pHohe so X could 
deleie my message ahd siari over. Bui my secohd 
message wash’i ihai ^reai, eiiHer. 


HELLO, THIS IS GREG 
HEFFLEY SPEAKING, 
AND I'M TRYING TO 
REACH MELISSA TO 
SEE IF SHE WOULD 
BE INTERESTED IN... 



125 






























X mus+Ve recorded +wen+y messages, kecause X 

wdh+ed +o ^ge+ i+JoS+ ngRh Bu+ Rowley was ih 
+Kc room wi+K me +ry ihg +o s+ay tom^le+ely sdeh+j 
dhd whoever X looted <*+ V\irn X jus+ comyle+ely 



After a wKile me c^y%d Rowley were Jus+ +o+dll 
having -fuh dhd ^oo-fihg around- 
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X knew -there was ho way X could leave a serious 
message while K-owley was a+ ry house> so X 
dele+ed "the las+ ohe and huhg u^? +he ^>hohe. X 
■figured X migh"t as well jus+ wart uh+il -tomorrow 
morhihg ahd "talk +o Alyssa in f>ersoh. 


Bu+ wha+ X didh + khow was +Ka+ hrt+ihg +he 
pouhd key didh+ dele+e my messages oh "the 
Groves Voice nail sys+em +he way rt does oh ours. 
So after dihher -fohigh"t -there was a khock oh 
-the doorj ahd rt was Alyssas fa+her. 


Mr. Grove -told Pad +Ka+ ne ahd ny friehd had 
left +weh-y ^>rahk messages oh Kis machihe ahd 
+ha-t hed a^recia+e i+ if we heVer called his 
house agaih. 



So X guess X m gohha have -to scra+ch Alyssa 
off ny lis+. 
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Mohday 

Uncle Gary -hold me if X really wan+ +o send -hhe 
ri^K+ si^hals +o t^rls a+ school, I mi^h+ consider 
opda+ing my ward rote, tie said +ha+ wearing a 
new shir+ or new shoes always makes him feel more 
cohfiden+j and i+ migh+ work for ne, +oo. 


"The -thing is, X really don+ WAVE a lot of new 
clo+hes. X d 5 <y abou+ Wo of every+hih<j X wear 
is a h<*hd-me-dowh from Rodritk. Mom would say 
+ha+s ah tx<x^Qtr 4 ^ior\, tu+ all you have +o do is 
check +he +a^s ih my underwear for ^roof. 



X hever really cared much abou+ wh<*+ X wore, fcu+ 
how Uhcle Gary has me wohderih^ if my wardrobe 
is holdift^ me tack. 
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weekend X ^sJkeci Mom i-f we could ^o ou+ and 
<je+ me some new jeans and shoes so X could really 
look sharp a+ school , bu+ +he mihu+e X said >+ X 
wished X could +ake i+ back* 


Mom <jaVe me a lohg speech abou+ how kids ih 
middle school -focus +oo much on appearances, and 
how rf we spen+ hal-f +he +ime oh academics +ha+ we 
do oh deciding wha+ +o wear, our couh+ry wouldh + 
be rahked +wehiy--fi-f+h ih +he world ih ma+h* 


X shouldve known Mom wouldni run ngh+ ou+ 
and buy me a whole bunch of hew clo+hes, Xn 
-fac+j when Mom was oh PTA, she s+ar+ed d 
^>e+i+ioh pusKihg -for school uni-forms becdose sped 
read some dr+iele +Ka+ Sdid kids who wedr uhi-forms 
do te+fer ih dtddemics. 





12? 







Luckily t she didn't ge+ enough signa-tures,bu-t 
word go+ around -tha+ ny non was -the one wh 
s+ar+ed -the school uniforn pe-ti-tioh, and -there 
a s+re+ch of a few weeks where X had +o wart 
half hour a+ -the end of each day before rt was 
safe +o walk hone. 


o 

WAS 

A 



Since Mon wouldn+ -take ne ou+ clo+hes shoeing, 
X decided "to s-tar+ poking around -the house -to 
see if -there was ahy+hing cool X could wear. 


X s+arted by going -through Rod rick s dresser 
drawers , buf X don-t -think we have -the sane 
-tas+e when i-t cones -to clo+hes. 
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Uncle Gary +olJ me X should look in Pads close+, 
because some+imes <^rown-ups have "vin+a^e" 
s+uff +ha+ looks cool. XVe never seen Pad wear 
any+hing cool in ny whole life, bu+ X was willing 
+o ejiVe i+ a +r y. 


X rv ^lad Uncle Gary ^ave rve +ha+ +if>, because 
believe i+ or ho-+, X -found EXACTLY wha+ X was 
looking for in +he back of Pads closed. 
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1 + was a BLACK LEATHER JACKET. I've 

never seen Pad wear i+, so I -figured he mus+Ve 
bought i+ before I was borh. 


I had no idea Pad owned ahy+hing +ha+ cool, and 
i+ kind o-f made me see him in a whole new ligh+. 



I ^>o+ 1+ on and wen+ downs+airs. Pad seemed 
pre-Hy surprised +o see his old lea+her Jacket, 
and he said he bough+ 1+ bade when he was firs+ 
da+ihg Mom. 
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X asked Pad if X could borrow i+j ahd he said he 
didh + heed i+ anymore so i+ was OK by him. 



Uh-for+uha+ely, Mom washi oh board wi+h +he 
idea. She sai d +he jaeke+ was way +oo expensive 
for a middle school s+udeh+ +o wear emd +h<*+ X 
mtOjf+ damage 1+ or lose i+. 



X +old her +W w<nshX fair, tecdiose i+ was Jus+ 
si'H’ih^ iin +he closed ^a+KenVi^ dus+, so 1+ d i d m+ 
really ma++er if some 
Hon said +He jacke+ seh+ +he wroh^ message ahd 
+K<»+j besides, i+ wash + a wih+er too+. So she fold 
me +o i+ back ih -+he ups+airs close+. 


+hihcj happened +o i+. Bo+ 
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Bu+ when X was ih +he slower +h>s morhihgj X 

JUS+ tou 

would te +o wear +hd.+ +hihg +o school, X khew X 
could ^rotaty sneak i+ oo+ o-f +he house and ^>u+ i+ 
Wk ih +he close+ la+er wi+hoo+ Mom even ho+icirvg. 

Mahhy breakfas+ 

weh+ ups+airs, grabbed +he Jacke+, and slipped 
oo+ +he froh+ door. 


So while she wens feeding 



ldh+ s+op +hihkihg abou+ how awesome i+ 



"The firs+ +hih^ X have +o say iSj Mom was ricjh+ 
aboo+ +he jacke+ no+ beih^ a wih+er coa+. 


13 + 























Xha+ "iXing + have any sor+ o-f lining, and 
halfway +o school X was s 4 ar+ing +o really regre+ 
my decision. 



My gloVes were <n my wih+er toa+ a+ home, ahd 

were FREEZING, So X shoved +hem 

ke+s of +he jacke+, bu+ +here was 
some+Wng in each one. 


my hands 
in +he ^>oc 



Xhere was a really cool ^a>r o-f avia+or sunglasses 
in one o-f +he pocke+s, so +ha+ was a bonus, Xh 
+he o+her +here was one o-f +hose ^>it+ure s+rips 
you ge+ a+ a pho+o boo+h ih +he mall. 
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A+ first X didhX recognize the people ih the 
j>it+ore, but then X realized i+ was Mon ahd Pad. 



Wy wish X had'Vi seeh that right after 
eating breakfast. 


X real l\ 
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Vlheh X <50+ +o school; every head +urhed Jh rr 
diret+ioh as X walked dowh +he hallway. 



Xh fac+ ; X go+ So much a++eh+roh +ha+ X 
decided +o keep +he jacke+ oh +He res+ of +he 
day. X fel+ like a whole hew persoh ih homeroom. 



A f&w niho+es tefore +he tell rahg +o s+ar+ +he 
day, +here was 4 loud khotkihg oh +he Ii++le 
wihdow rh +he door. 
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X jost atou+ had a heart" attack when X saw who 
it was. 


POUND 

POUND 

POUND 



Viheh the teacher opened the door, Mon walked 
straight to ny desk and nade ne hahd over Pad s 



X told Mon i+ was too cold outside for ne to 
walk hone without a jacket. So she cjaVe ne HER 
winter coat to wear. 
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X wash + +oo ha^y abou+ +he si+ua+rohj bu+ a+ 
leas+ X was warm on +he way home. 



VJednesda 




E>y now everybody a+ school has heard atou+ +he 
Quy whose Mom made him wear her wih+er coa+. So 
+his is cjonna majce i+ a lo+ harder for me +o find 
a da+e +o +he dance. 
























































































"Tha+s why Xve decided ry bes+ sho+ is +o +ake 
Soneone wno DOESN T ^o io ry school io ike 
dahce. A^d X ikihk Xve ■fouhd ike per-feci 
+o look- ckurck- 


X ve kear’d ikai ike siudehis ai ike ckurck sckool 
ikihk ike kids wko ^o io public sckool are 
iou^k. So wkehever X ruh ihio one o-f my ■fiiehds 
ai ckurcki X nake sure io play ii real cool ih 
■frohi o-f ike ckurck kids. 




Recehily, Mon kas becone -friehds wiik Mrs. 
Sirih^er ai ckurck because ikey boik worked oh 
ike Fall Fair Conniiiee. 

















"The 5 +ringers have +wo kids who go +o +he church 
school^ <* bo^ horned Viesley and <* girl harmed 
L-di^rel, Ive hever ac+udJIv seen Vlesley, so he ™s+ 
be down in +he b<*semen+ wi+h +he o+her li+Hhle kids 
during church* 


i i=^ 

MR. LAUREL MRS. 

STRINGER STRINGER STRINGER 

A few nigk+s ago ^ 0ft * ihvi+ed +he wKole S+nhger 

se for dither +tiis Friday. 
Manny and Wesley will click 
and Manny wn te fnehcJs wi+h a real live person 
for once. 


family over +o our hoi 

X +hink shes toping 



Bu+ X can see a real oppor+uhi-ty here for ME. 
Laurel is in my grade, and shes te++er looking 
+han mos+ of +he girls in my class. So +his dinner 


could really cKange my for+unes. 












Friday 

Mom speht a loh^ time tjettilng the house ready 
before the Strih^ers came over, ahd when X took 
a look around, X realised X d better piteh ih, too. 


XKere were embarrassing thih^s all over the 
place. For starters, we still had our Christmas 
tree op in the 
+o dismantle it, So me ahd Pad Just shoved it ih 
the ^ara^e. 


living room. Xt was too much work 



Xhere were diapers taped oh all the corners of 
oor family room furniture that were left over from 
wheh Mom baby-proofed +Ke house after Mahhy 
started crawlihg. 


I4z 



















She used ^ 4 tkih^ +aye +o hold +he didders ih 
place, and THAT wash + easy +o ^e+ o-fA 



Uhcle Gary was oh +he couch ih +he family room 
+akih<j $ mpj so we jus+ covered tarn wi+h <* shee+ 
and ho^ed notody would wsh+ +o si+ +here. 



Me*+ was +he ki+theh. There s a tulle+ih toard oh 
+he wall wi+h di-ffereh+ cer+i-fita+es <*hd rittohs 
+hd+ Mom hds ^veh us kids over +he ye^rs. 
































£veryH4\ih<j my h^ne oh i+ is really lame, so 
X +ook i+ o-f-f +h& wall and Wd i+ rh +he pah+ry. 


"QWlW 

r is hereby given to II ^ T ^ -ft, £ 
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/Jflaocrty 
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tKemevuerk tDftfiout Tears 
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I can 
dress 
myself/ 
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By +he +ine +he 
care ok all +he major s+ukk. Bu+ +he visi+ ^o+ okk 
+o a really shaky s+ar+. You remember how X said 
Mdhhy was a-fralj ok Some kid a+ church who ac+ed 
like a vampire? VJell, i+ +ums ou+ +ha+ kid was 
VJesley S-hih^er. 



S+ringers showed up, wed +akeh 


m 







































So ahy ho^>e Mon had o-f Mahhy nak ih^ a hew 
friehd was ton^>le+ely ou+ +he wihdow, Mahhy 
skived dihher ahd speh+ +he res+ o-f +he hi^h+ 
hidih^ Ih KiS Ledroon; which X wish X could Ve 
dohe, because Mon nade a /ahcy neal +o impress 
our gues+s. 


X+ was crean o-f nushroon chick eh wi+h as parados 
oh +o^>. X khow as^ara^os is su^osed +o be really 
^ood -for you, bu+ +o ne i+s like kry^+ohi+e. 


X didh+ wah+ +o look uhso^his+ica+ed ih -frohi 
o-f Laurel; +hou^hj so X decided +o Jus+ close rr 
eyeS; ^>lug ny hose; ahd cKoke i+ dowh. 



Xhe growh-u^s +alked abou+ ^oli+ics ahd s+u-f-f 
+ha+ washi all +ha+ ih+eres+ih^ ahd ne ahd 
Laurel Jus+ Lad +o si+ +here and lis+eh. 
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Hon +old Mrs. $+ringer abou+ sone fancy 
res+auran+ she goes +o wi+h Pad when +hey have 
a 'da+e h,gh+/’ and Mrs. S+ringer sard +ha+ she 
and her husband can never go ou+ -for dinner 
oh weekends because Laurel is always off doing 
something wi+h friends and +hey can+ find a 
reliable babysi++er for Viesley. 



X +old Mrs. S+ringer +ha+ if +hey ever need a 
babysi++er, +hey should call MIE. 



i+s a way +o 
S+ringers and ge+ paid doing i+. Mon liked +he 
idea, +oo, and she said babysi++ing would be a 
grea+ experience for ne. Mrs. S+rihger seened 
pre++y inpressed, and she asked if X was free 
+onorrow, So X +old her X was. 



X figured 







of nyself 

Kere, bu+ Xn sure ore tidy X II be srHih^ arouhd 
wi+L +Ke S+rih^ers oh XKahks^iVihtj and we 11 all be 
abou+ Low X used +o bdtysi+ my bro+Ler- 
ih-lawj VJesley, wLeh X was ih middle school. 





$a+ord< 


* 


Xohi^L4 Mon dropped me off a+ +Le S+rih^ers 
Louse a+ 6-30. 



Mrs. S+rihger said Laurel Lad already ^ohe io a 
friehds Louse, wLicL Jcihd of s+uht, because X was 
ho^ihg X migL+ cje+ +o see her for a few mihu+es 
ahd +aljc +o her abou+ +he dahce. 
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Mrs. $+rihger said X should pu+ Viesley +o bed a+ 
&00 ahd +ba+ +Keyd be h or^e arouhd T'OO* She 
+old r>e X eoold wa+eh TV uh+il +hey Kone 
ahd +o Kel^> rysel-f "ho ahy+hlhg ih +he fridge* 


i 




A-f+er Mr. ahd Mrs. $+rihger le/+, i+ was Jus+ 
ne and Viesley. X asked Viesley i-f He wah+ed +o 
^>lay a board game or Some+Hihg like +Ka+ ; bu+ He 
said He wah+ed +o go ou+ ih +He garage ahd gH 1 
His bike. 
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X +old him i+ was +oo cold +o ride his tike ou+side, 
bu+ he said he wan+ed +o ricie i+ INSIDE, Xhe 
$+nn<jers have a really nice house, and I was 
pre++y sore +hey d<dn + wan+ Vlesley stra+ching up 
+heir hardwood floors* So X +o!d him we needed +o 
■fihd some+hing else +o do* 


VJesley had a huge fl+. Afl+er he calmed down he 
+old me he wan+ed +o color ins+ead* X asked him 
where his coloring s+uff was, and he said i+ was in 
+he laundry room* Bu+ when X went +o ge+ i+, X 
heard +he la+ch oh +he door lock behind me* 



Xhen X heard +he garage door open, and +he 
he#+ +hing X knew Wesley was riding around +he 
ki+chen on His tike. 





























He*+ X heard +he basement door o^eh, ahd +h»er\ 
a rumbling sound -followed by a HUGE crash. X 
could he*'' VJesley crying a+ +he bo++om of +h« 
s+airs, and I s+ar+ed +o ^>anic because i+ sounded 
like he was really hor+. 


HUMBLE 1 
RUMBLE 
ouHBLE 
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Bu+ +Keh Viesley calmed down, and X could hear 
Kim dra^gih^ Ws tike tack u^> +o +ke +op o-f +ke 
s+airs. Xt»eh he rode dowh +he s+airs ahd crashed 
a+ +he bo++om AGAIN; -followed ty MORE. +ears. 

X am ho+ exa^gera+lh^ wheh X +ell you +Ks weh+ 
oh -for ah hour ahd a hal-f. X +hoogh+ Viesley 
would wear himself ou+, tu+ he heVer did. X 
rememtered +ha+ +he S+rih^ers said +hey couldh+ 
fihd a tatySrH'er for Viesley, ahd how +ha+ was 
s+ar+ihg +o make a lo+ o-f sehse. 

■Amble 
Vmble 



X figured X was ^ohha KaVe +o puhish Viesley 
for lockih^ me ih +he lauhdry room ohce X 30+ 
00+ o-f +here. Vlha+ he DESERVED was a ^ood 
s^ahkih^j tu+ X -figured +ha+ protatly wouldh+ 
fly wi+h +Ke S+rih^ers. 
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X decided X'd 31V e Viesley d +ime-ou+j teed use 
+td+s wKd+ ry pdreh+s dlwd^s did when X 
wisteKdVed ds d li++le kid. X* /dc+, wKeh X wdS 
li++le X even ^o+ -Wme-ou'+s -from RODRlCK. 



Xhe +hlhg isj X had ho ide^ Rodrlck d<dh+ 

at+urtlly have +Ke AUTHORITY +o give me 

+lme-ou+s. Ahd I c<*h+ +ell you how navy hours X 
locked ih +H*+ +lme-ou+ chair wheh Rod rick was 
batysi++ih^ 


me. 


































0 he +ime X was throwing a brill in the house 
whilfc X was home a lone with Rod rick, and X 
accidentally khocke 
and Paj. Rodrick gave me 4 hal-f-hour time-out 



d over 4 weddihg photo 0 / Mom 


Vihen Mom 4hd Pad got home; they saw the 
broken picture 4nd asked which one o-f us had 
dohe it. X told them it W4S me but that they 
didn+ heed +0 give me 4 punishment, because Xd 
already gotten a time-out -from RODRICK. 
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Bu+ Mon said +he only people who could hand 
ou+ punishnen+s were her and Pad, so X ended 



+h<*+ pic+ure. 



VJesley deserved a TRIPLE +ine-ou+ 
for locking ne in +he laundry roon. Bu4 i+ was 
ge++ing pre-Hy la+e 
tad if +he S+ringers cane pone and X was s+ill 
locked inside. 


and X knew rt would look 



So X s+ar+ed looking for ano+her way ou+. XKere 
was a spare freezer blocking a door +o +he back 
deck, So X pushed wi+h all ny nigh+ ahd gave 
nyself jus+ enough roon +o squeeze through and 
open +he door. 
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X+ was really cold ou+sids, and X was only 
wearing a X-sKir+ and pan+s. X -tried +o open 
+He front door, tut it was locked. 


X decided if X was gonna catxH +His kid off 
guard, X'd need tHe element' of surprise. So 
X walked around tHe House and tried all tHe 
windows on tHe first floor until X found one 
tHat was unlocked. X tHen pusHed it open and 
crawled inside. 



rf kv I - I — 

'sW 
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X landed head-firs^ In someone s bedr oor^j and di-f+er 
X looked around X realised i+ nus+ be Laurels. 



Like X saidj i+ was -freez-ih^ cold ou+side, so X 
needed +o warn op be-fore ^oln^ a-f+er Ylesley. Bu+ 
X really re^rei +akin^ a -few ninu+es +o do +ba+, 
because ih +be +ine X was ih Laurels roon, Hr. 
and Hrs. S+ringer cane Hone. 
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Hopefully j we can dill h<*Ve a good ecocide abou+ 
+his s+ory a+ some future Thanksgiving } too. But 
X think i+s gonna be di while before Mr. Stringer 
is ready to laugh about this one. 



Viednesday 

After blowing my chances with Laurel Stringer, 

X pretty much gave up on -finding someone to 
take +o the dahte. X+s ohly +hree days away, 
ahd by how eVeryohe whos 3 olh 3 Is already 
paired uy wi+h someone else* So I 'frgored Id be 
spending Sa+urday hlgh+ a+ home playing Video 
gardes by mysel-f. 


Bu+ yes+erday Rowley gave me Some hews a-f+er 
ohe o-f \\is Pance Comml++ee mee+lhgs +ha+ 
changed EVERYTHING. 
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He said Abigail Brown was upse+ during +he 

bo * 1 

Michael Sampson, has a family obliga+ioh and had 
+o cancel oh her. So how Abigail has a dress and 
no ohe +o go +o +he dahce wi+h* 


sh 


e was 


3 oih 3 


wr 


i+h, 


mee+ihg because +he 



So +he s+age is se+ -for me +o swoop ih ahd be 
+he hero* I "hold Rowley +hiS was his big chance 
+o come +hrough as my Wihgmah and hook me up 
wi+h Abigail* 


"The +hihg is, Abigail doesn + really know me, ahd 

I kind of doub+ed she d go +o +he dahce wi+h a 
persoh she doesn+ know. So X +old How ley he 
should +ell Abigail +he +hree of us could go +o +he 
dance TOGETHER as a group of friends* 


Rowley seemed +o like +ha+ idea because hes been 
doihg all +his work oh +he Pance Commi++ee and 
didh+ have anyone +o go wi+h/ ei+her. 
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X -frgored +he +hree o-f us could ou+ +o dihher, 
ahd a+ +he re5+aurah+ Atrg^l would ^e+ +o see 
wha+ a greai ^uy X was, By +he +irne we ^o+ +o 
+Ke d ance, wed walk in as a cookie. 



"TV^e only problem was +ka+ we d heed a RIDE. X 
wasn + abou+ +o ask Mon -Tor one, because +ke 
sea+s in our minivan are trus+ed wi+k old Ckeenos 
and God knows wka+ else. Plus, kaving Mom along 
on my da+e could be a +o+al disas+er. 


'W/tSv 



IT SEEMS LIKE 
IT WAS JUST 
YESTERDAY 
THAT GREG WAS 
IN DIAPERS! 


X knew i-f X really wan+ed +o impress Abigail, 
Xd need +o ren+ a limo, bu+ +kose "fkings cos+ a 
FORTUNE. Tken X kad an idea. 





















Rowley’s dad has a really nice car, so X -Agored we 
could get HIM to drive us. Abigail wouldht even 
have to khow Mr. JeFFersoh was Rowleys dad. XX 
we didht say ahytKihg, sRe d just tKihk Ke was a 
proFessiohal driver. Maybe X 11 eveh get Kin* one oF 
tKose Kats cKauf/eurs wear, to really sell tKe idea. 



0 / course, we wouldht be able to say ahytKihg to 

MR. JEFFERSON, eitKer. Me arid Kin* kihd oF 
Kave a bad Kistory, and Xn> sure Ke wouldht be 
lookihg to do n*e ahy extra FaVors. 


jRhgS started Fallihg irito plate today. Rowley 
talked to Abigail, ahd sKe likes tKe wKole group 
o-f Friehds idea. Ar*d oh top o-f tKat, Mr. 
JeFFersoh agreed to drive us to tKe dahce. 
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rry 

ho+hihg will ha^>peh te+weeh how ahd $a+urda 
hi<jh+ +o screw +hih^s uy. 



So how Xm kee^ihg 


Fr id< 


£ 


X +old Uhcle Gary abou+ ^he dahce, ahd he seems 
eVeh more exci+ed ahou+ i+ +hah X nm. He wah+ed 
+o khow all +He derails, like how mahy people were 
^ohhd te +here ahd if +hey hired a DJ. Bo4* X 
didh+ khow +he answers +o his ^ues+iohs, because 
Fowlers +he ohe oh +he Pahce Commi+fee ahd 
+h<*+ s+uff is kihd of ih his depar+meh+. 


X was more focused oh fihdihg Some+hih^ +o 
WEAR. Uhcle Gary Hhold me if X really wah+ +o 
impress my da+e, X should wear a surh X weh+ ih 
Fodricks closed ahd foohd a sui+ +ha+ he ac+ually 
wore +o ohe of Uhcle Garys weddings. 
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X touldr*+ find ahy tologhe ih Rodritks juhk 
drawer, tu+ X DID find a bo++le of +ka+ tody 
spray +heyre always a 
a li+Hhle nervous atou+ using i+, +hou-gh, because if 
+ha+ s+uff really works like +key say ih +he ads, 
+heh +onorrow nigh+ could te a ni^h+nare. 


dver+iSiha onTV. X was 



SCrEaAAAaM/^, 


My Grea+ Uncle Bruce passed away a -few years 
a op, and X knew we Had a box wi+h some of K;s 
personal s+uff in +fe tjara^e, X -found a bo-H-le o-f 
and -tried a li++le on my wris+. 

x+ made me Smell exac+ly like (orea+ Uncle Bruce, 

spray. 


bu+ X figure i+s safer +han usihg +ka+ body 
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X even asked Pad to take me to the grocery 
store, where X bought a box o-f those Valentines 
chocolates -for Abigail. X never shouldve taken 
the cellophane off the box, though, because Xve 
already helped myself to the buttercreams, peanut 
clusters, and caramels. 



Hopefully, Abigail likes the coconut chocolates 
and the ones that taste like toothpaste, because 
that's all that’s really left at this point. 


Saturday 

Xonight was the night of the big Valentines Pay 
dance, and it got off to a REALLY rough start. 
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VJben X wen+ over +o Powleys hoose -to 
ready j X no+ieed he had li+tle red bomps on his 
fate +ha+ looked like mos^oito brtes. But" then X 
realized what- -those spots were- CHICKEN POX. 



Over since E-Vah VJhi+ehead showed up <*+ school 
wi+h cKickeh pox a -few weeks aqo, i+s been 
spreading like wild-fire in my class. 


Iks past week -four boys were sen+ bone by -the 
school horse. Xnt pre-Hy sore ohe o-f -those cjoys 
was -the Mad Pan+ser, becaose -there haven-t been 
any pantsing incideh-ts since Xoesday. 
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XVe heard chicken ^ox are SUPER con+agious, 
and whenever a kid ge+s +hem, +heyre no+ allowed 
+o come back +o school ■for a week* B*u+ I cooldn + 
afford +o have Rowley ou+ o-f commission -for even 
ohe NIGHT* He was my ride +o +he dance, and 
I knew +ha+ if his mom and dad didn+ le+ him 
go, +hen X couldn+ go, ei+her* 


X +old Rowley he had +he chicken pox, bu+ X 
probably should Ve broken +he news +o him slowl 
ins+ead of all a+ once* 



his pareh+S, bu+ X +old him +o calm down and wed 
figure +his ou+ +oge+her* 
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X s*;d;f He could Jos+ ^e+ -tHrou^H +He hi<^H+ 
wi+Kou+ +ellih^ ahyohej X d owe Wm for +He res+ 

+o do ' 
e a brg 

pareh+s, Wed to+H go +0 +He dahce and Have a 
greai ■+(r-he, ahd ho ohe would eVeh Have +0 khow. 


Bu+ Rowley was +00 freaked 00+ +0 +Hihk 
s+raigH+j ahd X Had +0 give Him +wo cocohirf 
cHocola+eS +0 tjuie+ Him dowh. 



of my life. All He heeded 
cfuckeh ^>ox ahd ho+ mak 


tAS cover uf> 
s+ihk +0 His 


His 


How +Ha+ Rowley khew He Had +He cHickeh ^ox. 
He was goihg CRAZY Wi+H +He i+cHihg. So X 
go+ some socks 00+ of His dresser ahd ^u+ +Hem 
oh His Hahds. 
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X -figured Rowleys non and dad probably khew 
wka+ chicken pox looked like and we had +o fihd 
a way +o cover +ken up. So we weh+ ih+o kis 
paren+s ba+kroon and looked H'krou^k kis Hons 
ndikeup ki+ +o see if +kere was ahy+ki^ we could 
use. I found sone s+uff called concealer, and 
+ka+ Sounded abou+ ri^k+ +o ne. 


X used a li++!e brusk X found in a drawer and 
+ken +ried +o cover up +ke problen areas on 



Bu+ you could +o+ally +ell +ka+ Rowley was wearing 
nakeup. So X grabbed a silk scarf fron +ke 
-hop of Hrs. Jeffersohs dresser and ■fold Rowley 
+o pu+ i+ oh and cover up around kis nou+k. 

Xken X noticed ke kad a few ckitkeh pox oh kis 
FOREHEAD, so X found * teach h*+ ih his nor^S 

close+ ahd had hirn pu+ +ha+ on } +oo. 
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Ir> ho+ gonhA say Rowley looked +o+Ally hormAl, 
bu+ 4+ leasHh you couldh + +ell he h<*d +he chickeh pox* 



X kind of held my breA+h wheh we 30+ ta+o +he 
cat j bu+ X +h>nk Mr* Jefferson jus+ +hou^h+ 
Rowleys ^e+up was Some kihd of middle school 
fashion +hih^j ahd he d<dn + SAy a word* 



Vlhen X opened +he back door +o ^ e + X was 
pre-Hy surprised +o find Rowleys old boos+er sea+ 
+Akih^ up ohe of +he spo+s* 
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X asked Rowley why he s+ill had a boos+er sea+ ih 
his dads ear, ahd he said +hey jus+ never +ook i+ 
ou+ once he ^o+ kg enough /or +he regular sea+. 
Bu+ tone +o +hink o-f i+, Xve always -+hou^h+ 
Rowley seened a li-H'le -too +all whenever he drove 
by wi+h his -fanily. 




X knew we had +o -take +ha+ +hing oo+ be/ore we 
wen+ +o pick up Abigail, because a lino conpany 
would never have a boos+er sea+ in one o-f i+s cars. 
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Bu+ you heeded +o fee some 
■figure ou+ How +o uhdo +He clasp oh +Ha+ +Hihg. 
By +Ha+ poih+ we were already la+e pitkihg up 
Ati^ailj So we Had +o jus+ leave r+. 


kihd o-f ah ehgiheer +o 



VJHeh we gulled ih+o Abigails driveway, X asked 
Mr. Jeffersoh +o Hohk +He Horn +o le+ Her khow 
we were +Here, 


Bu+ Mr, Jeffersoh would h+ Hohk +He Horh, 
tecause V>e said +Ha+s ho way +o +rea+ a lady*" 
He said ohe o-f us was ^ohha Have +o 30 +0 Her 
/roh+ door ahd escor+ Her. 

Rowley s+ar+ed +0 ^e+ gu+, tu+ X realiz-ed +Ws 
was my tag tHahte +0 make a ^ood firs+ impressioh 
oh Ati^ail. So X walked up +0 +He House ahd 
khoeked oh +He door. 
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Abigail didn + cone +o +he -Troh+ door—her 
DAD did. Apparently, Mr. Brown is * state 
trooper, or he just likes dressing up like one. 



Mr. Brown said Abigail was upstairs getting read 
and she d be down in a minute. 
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He +old me +o come IhsieU dihj have a sea+ while 
X warted. X+ fel+ like we were sl+tih^ +here ah 
HOUR warhh^ for Aki^ad +o cone downs+airs, 
and X really didn+ like +ke look of +ke kandcuffs 
Hr, Brown kad on kis belf. 



X -finally decided +kis was way -too nock s+ress for 
a Valen+ines Pay dance and was ready +o tail oo-h 
Bo+ ri^k+ as X wen+ +o leave , Atigail cane down 
+ke s+airs. 
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"The -fir5+ +kih 3 X ho+iced was +ka+ Abigail was 
wearihg a really poofy dress, and X khew +kere 
was ho way +ke +kree o-f os were <johha fi+ ih 
+ke backseat of Mr. Jeffersoh’s car. Bu+ +kere 
was ho way X was srHihg ih Rowleys boos+er 
sea+, ei+ker, so X Voluh+eered +o ride u^> froh+, 
Besides., X knew Mr. Jeffersoh Had kea+ed 
froh+ sea+s, so X -figured X migk+ as well -take 
advahtage o-f +ka+. 



Mr. Jeffersoh Had a pile of papers ih +ke 
^>assehger sea+ because X ^uess He was plahhihg oh 
doihcj His -faxes or Some+kihcj wHile He was wai+ih^ 
for os a+ +He dahce. 


X+ was +oo muck of a Hassle +o moVe all -tka+ 
s+uff , so X decided +o jus+ ko^> ih +ke way back 
of +ke car so we could ^e+ oh wi+H +ke hi^k+. 
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Ab. 3 «;l dicta + seem +00 bo+hered by +he fae+ +ha+ 
Rowley was si++ihg ih 4 boos+er sea+, ahd Im 
^re++y sure she +hou<jh+ he was Jus+ doihcj i+ as 
a joke* 



humor is kind of P1Y +KiVi^j ahd X washY 
abouY Yo leY Rowley sYeal my Yhuhder. 



f HE'S NOT \ 
BEING FUNNY I 
k ON PURPOSE! / 

v 


Xy cjoY kihd of <juieY ih Yhe car, so X asked 
Hr. Jeffersoh if f e could Yurh oh Yhe radio. BuY 
ihsYead of ^uYYihg oh Some music, he Yuhed ih Yo 
some borihg Yalk radio sYaYioh, ahd YhaYs whaY we 
fad Yo lisYeh Yo for Y^e resY of Yhe ride. 
















I'm pre-Hy sure ke Jus+ did +ka+ tec<*use ke was 
armored Id called kini 'Priver." 


Cowley and Abigail go^ ih+o a cohVersa+ion, bu+ 
I was rigk+ he*+ +o +ke speakers ih +ke back 
couldhi real I 



kear wka+ +kev were sa 


ayih 5 . 
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VJken Mr. Jefferson polled over , X +kougk+ we were 
o+ +ke res+auran+. Bu+ we’d s+opped a+ a repair 
skop +o pick up Mr. Jefferson’s vacuum cleaner. 


A+ +ka+ poin+ X wished X d jus+ cougked up 
+ke money for a limo, because a professional 
driver wouldn+ kave run errands on +ke way +o 
+ke res+auran+. 


bUU^) VALUUIVI 



Xd made a reservation ai Spriggos, wkick is +ka+ 
fancy res+aurah+ Mom ahd Pad are always ialkihg 
abou+. X knew i+ migk+ be a IrHle priceyj bu+ X d 
saved up a lo+ of money from ckores and X really 
wanted +o impress Abigail by looking like a big sko'h 
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Vihen we pulled in+o +he parking Io+ ; Mr. 
Je-f-ferson opened +he back for me, E>u+ when 
X go+ ou+j my sui+ was covered in all +hese 
qreasy smears from +he Vacuum cleaner. 



X didn+ wan+ +o loot like a slobj so X jus+ left my 
Jacket in +he car, and we wen+ in+o +he res+auranl 
+oge+her. X was hoping Rowley would +ake a hin+ 
and s+ay back wi+h his dadj bu+ he came righ+ 
along wi+h uS* 


























































Spri<jgos was a LOT -fancier +Kah X +KoucjK^ 
r+ would be. V\IKeh we walked ih, +Ke Kos+ +old 
us -+Kis was ah upscale es+ab!isKmeh+ ahd +Ka+ 
^eh+lemeh were 



required +o wear spor+s Jacke+s. 


Bu+ -+Kere was ho way X was ^ohha wear my dir+y 
Surh jacke+j So X asked +Ke KoS+ if Ke could 
Jus+ make ah excep+ioh +Kis ohe +ime. He said Ke 
couldh’+ bu+ +K*+ +Ke res+aurah+ K<*d spare spor+s 
jacke+s X could borrow. XKe ohe Ke <jave me was a 
li++!e big, bu+ X pu+ i+ oh ahyway. 
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When we sa+ down X ho+iced a -terrible smell 
and -tried -to -figure ou-t where 1+ was coming from. 
Xhen X realized i-t was coming from ME. X guess 
-tha-t loaher iacke-t had been used by a hundred 


differed people wrtho«rt ever being washed. 



X didn't wan-t -to smell like somebody elses body 
odor during dinner., so X excused myself +o go -to 
-the ba+hr oom and scrubbed -the s por+s jacke-ts 
underarms wi+h soap and wa-ter, -then dried -them 
wi-th -the hand dryer. 
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Viellj +ha+Jus+ made 1+ WORSE j because +he 
hea+ ac+iva+ed +he B.O. ahd i+ spread. 


"Iha-t- was i+ -for me. X +old Abigail ahd Rowley 
+Kis pi ace was -for phohies ahd we shoo Id Jus+ 
+ake o-f-f. 



X left my jacket with the host at the -front, 
ahd the three o-f us walked out the door. X said 
maybe we should just skip dihher ahd o^ht to 
the dt*hcej but Abigail said she was really huh^ry, 
ahd Howley said HE was starving, too. 
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"The only o+tier res+auran+ in +he area was Corny’s , 
and X +old +Kem itiere was ho way X was going 
THERE. B>u+ Rowley said Ke really likes +bie 
dessert- tar a+ Corny’s, and Abigail said +Ha+ 
sounded good +o tier. 



X was really s+ar+ing +o regre+ KaVing Rowley 
along on +tiis da+e, because if all tie was gonna do 
was +ake Abigails side, Xd gei ou+Vo+ed every 
single +ime. Bu^ X didn+ wan+ +o make a big deal 
abou+ i+ in +tie mi ddle ok my da+e, so X jus+ bi+ 
my lip and we walked +tvree blocks +o Corny’s. 


Luckily, X remembered abou+ +tie +ie issue before 
we walked in +tie kron+ door, and X s+uffed mine 
in my back pocket a+ +tie las+ second. 


131 









B>u+ X didh + have +ime +o warh Rowley So mow 
his +ie is a permahehi par+ of +he VJall of Shame. 



Corny s wets ct +o+al ZOO. My family usually ^oes 
oh a weekhic^h+> bu+ i+s a whole differeh+ scehe oh 
a Saturday. 
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Xke good news was +ka+ since we didn+ kave any 
li++le kids wi+k os, +key didn+ sea+ os in Childrens 
Alley. B>u+ +ke adul+ sec+ion of Cornys wasn+ a 
wkole lo+ be-Her. All +k*+ se^ara+es +ke +wo sides 
is Some glass, and we go+ sealed rigk+ nex+ +0 a 
fanily wi+k a buhck o-f wild kids. 



X asked our wai+ress i-f we could wove, and ske 
made a sour face and +ook our s+uff +0 ano+ker 

s+ayed wkere 
we were, because our new si+oa+ion wasn + an 
inproVenen-h 


+able. Bu+ X wisk we k“d Jus+ 
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X didh+ wan+ +o ask +he wai+ress +o move os a 
SECOND -time, because +he las+ person you wan+ 
+o make mad is +he person whos servih^ you your 
■food- So X pu+ a couple o-f menus up a^ains+ +he 
window +o block my View. 



Our wai-hress brough+ us com chips, and Rowley 
+ook +he socks o-f-f his ^ands so he could ea+. X 
didn+ +hink i+ was such a ^rea+ idea -for all o-f us 
+o be grabbing chips ou+ o-f +he same baske-h while 
Rowley had +he chicken pox, so X kep+ i+ near me. 


£.very +ime Rowley looked like he wan+ed a chip, X 
pushed one +o him wi+h a s+raw. 



134 








































X couldh+ remember rf +he chicken pox is airborne, 
so whenever Rowley -talked X held my brea+h jos+ 
+o be sore. 



A+ one poin+ he +old os a really long s+ory abou+ 
Some+hing +ha+ happened +o him las+ Sommer, and 
by +he ehd X almost passed oo+. 


...AND THAT'S WHY MY 
FAMILY WILL NEVER RENT 
THAT BEACH HOUSE AGAIN? 




7 ^ 


X +old Abigail ahd Cowley +h<*+ X w <xs ^ayihg for 
dihher so +hey should ge+ wha+ever +hev w<*h+ed* 
X W3S +ryihg +o show off <* li++le for Abigail ty 
ihrowihg ry nohey arouhd. 























































Bu+ when +he wai+ress wne back, Abigail ordered 
TWO a^pe+izers, and so did Cowley. 


"TKe waitress couldn + onders+and wh*+ Rowley 
was saying because of his scarf, +hough, and he 
■pulled i+ down +0 speak. Bui 1 when he did, a single 
molecule of spi+ flew in +he air and landed on my 
bo "Horn lip. 



I le+ my jaw go +o+ally slack So +he molecule 
wouldni ge - !" ih+o my mou+h- X +ried +o s+ay calm 
on +he ou+side, bu+ on +he inside X was +o+ally 
freaking ou+. 
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X wanted to wipe my lip wi+H my hapkih, bu+ X d 
dropped i+ oh +he floor ahd cooldht reach it. So 
X wai+ed uh+il Abigail was distracted ahd theh 
wiped my lip oh her sleeve. 



Vie placed our order, and X asked -for a plaih 
hamburger to save money. Abigail ordered the 
X _ bohe steak, which is the most expensive item oh 
the menu, ahd Rowley got the sane thing even 
though X was trying to Signal for him to order 
Somethihg cheap. 
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Vlheh our -food c*tme ou+, my hamburger had 
le++ute ahd +oma+o oh i+, because 4 + Corhys +hey 
ALWAYS ge+ your order wrohg, X +ook o-f-f +he 
leHH*ute ahd +oma+Oj bu+ +here was mayohhaise oh 
my burger, +oo. 


VJheh our wai+ress tame arouhd agaih, X +old 
her Xd ordered * burger wi+h ho+hihg oh i+, So 
ih ahd jus+ 

o-fY +Keh le-f+ +he ha^kih righ+ ih +he mi dale of 
+he "table. 


she took a ha^>k 


wi^ed the nay. 


onnaiSe 



X lost my appetite after that. But even if X 
WAS hohtjry, X probably wouldnt have finished 
my meal anyway. Xf you clean your plate at 
Cornu’s , theres a picture at the bottom that X 
really cah’t stand. 
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X just" sat" "there dhd warted while Atujdll and 
Rowley ate -their s-teaks, and when "they hhlshed 
X signaled -for the waitress to cone over so X 
could pay the till. 


But then Rowley and Atigall said they wanted 
dessert. Xhe whole reason we cane to Corhy s In 
the -first pi ace was -for the dessert tar, which 
cones -free with your neal. But o-f course Rowley 
and Atl^all each wanted to order a SPECIAL 
dessert" off the nenu, which cost's extra. 
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X ^0+ And frund our wrti+ress +o +ell ker i+ was 
R owleys tir+kdAy, tecAuse X knew +ken Ke<i <je+ 
a free desseri. So a -few mihu+es la+er +ke WAi+ers 
And wAHresses aII c< 

Ay +o Rowle 



Ati^Ail s+ill ordered a +ri^le-lAyer ckocolA+e 
ckeesccAke, wkick ske ohly "took +wo ti+es ou+ oX 


Bir+kd 


Arne oo+ And SAh^ HA^y 
y And 3<*ve kim kis free cAke, 


Vlkeh +ke till CAme, X couldn + BELIEVE kow 
muck ?+ was. X k<*d +o use aII +kfi mohey ih my 
wAlle+, Ahd X even kAd +o poll ou+ +k« -five dolLrs 
X was keeping in my sock in cASe o-f An emer 


:rgency. 


1% 

































The waitress wouldh + +ake ihe i^ohey X had ih n\ 
sock because ■'+ was a li+ile we+, so X had io _go 
out" +o +he car ahd ask Hr* Jeffersoh if he had a 
/iVe-dollar bill he cou Id +rade. 



Viheh X 30+ back +0 +he +ab!e, Rowley ahd 
Abigail were ih +he middle of a cohVersa+ioh, ahd 
i+ seeded +0 i^e like +hey were sitting a little 
closer thah wheh X d left. 
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X +HoogH+ abou+ ^ivih<j AbigAil a HeAds-up +Ha+ 

sHe r%gH+ WAh+ +o keep Her dis+Ahte -fror> Rowley 
bu+ X was A-frAid sHed bAi( oh iHe da+e i-f sHe 
-fouhd ou+ aHou+ +He cHitkeh pox. 



XHe +Hree o{ us ^o+ bdck ih +He cAr^ Ahd Mr, 
Je-f-fersoh drove us +o scHool Ahd dropped us o-ff 
a+ iHe -froh+ door* He gAVe Rowley a bi^ Hu<jj 
wHitH XA sure seeded prei+y weird +o AbicjAil i-f 
sHe +HoucjH+ He reAlly was a professiohAl driver* 



HliMHI ti 

Ji-VTW 



































































Xhe +herve o-f +be dahce was MidhigH+ ih Paris, 
ahd X Have +o adni+ +He Pahce Corwi++ee did a 
pre^Hy <jood job, XHe 3y^ was decked ou+ +o look 
like a s+ree+ ih Trahce* XHere was a lohg +ab!e se+ 
wi+H yohtH ahd Shacks, ahd ihere was eVeh a 
chocola+e fouh+aih wi+H s+rawberries -for dipf>ihg. 



Vie Hahded over our +icke+s ahd +Heh *jo+ ih lihe 
■for ^ho+os. £.ach couple Had +Keir pic+ure +akeh ih 
-froh+ o-f a backdrop o-f Paris, 
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ViKeh i+ WAS our turn J X s+ooj Wi+K Abigail 
+He pHo+o^ra^her shaded our yHo+o. Bui X wi s\\ 
Xd khowh Rowley was ^ohha ^ei ih ihe pkiure 
WITH us, because X wouldve jus+ skipped i+. 



Sowe+kiVi^ abou+ +Ke DJ looked ■far'diar i^o we, 
and when X 30+ closer X realized i+ was Unde 
Gary. Pon^ even ask ne how HE 30+ +he job. 
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Uhtle Gary mus+Ve seeh i+ as ah o^yor-h/hi+y +o 
uhload hiIs T-shir+s oh ny classna+es. X+ was dark 
ih +he gyr>, so kids didh + khow +Wy were ge++ihg 
ripped off. 



Ohe nihu+e Abigail was s+ahdihg righ+ he*+ +o ne^ 
ahd +he hex+ she was gohe. X fihally s^o++ed her oh 
+he o+her side of +he gym +alkihg wi+h Kef friehds. 



X walked over +o +hemj toHh before X 30+ H-here 
+hey all weh+ ih+o +he girls ba+hroom +oge+her. 
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X IhaVe ho idea wtaa+ i+ is abocd <jir!s +ha+ nakes 
+Ken ^o +o +hs ba+hroon ih ^rou^Sj i?Lr+ sone+hihg 
ditoLr+ ii Ihap^ehih-g NOW really nade r*>e hervous. 


X didh + khow wha+ Abigail +taot^gh+ o/ nej bu+ x 

■figured she was probably +el!ihg her -friends righ+ 
a+ -+ha 4 r>omeh+. "The boys baihroon is righ+ hex+ 
+o +he girls in +he gym, so X weh+ ih +here ahd 
pressed ny ear +o +he wall. 



X could hear a lo+ o-f giggling, bu+ X couldh + 
really rnake ou+ +he conversation because o-f all ihe 
racked ih +he boys ba+hroon. 
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X +ried +o cje+ people io s+o^ makihg hoise ; tu+ 



X+ 30+ ^uie+ oh +he o+Ker side o-f +Ke wall, so X 
walked back ih+o +He gym, ahd Abigail ahd taer 
■friehds were over by +ne puhcta. 


A+ 7 * 50 , Uhele Gary iurhed +Ke music j ahd i+ 
looked like +He dahce was ^ohha ^e+ s+ar+ed /or 
real Bu+ +ha+ s wheh some peo 
s+ar+ed +rickliha ih. 


pie my Grammas a*je 





































By 3*00 +here r>us+ KaVe beeh a huhdred o-f +K&n 
crowded arouhd +he eh+rahte. XKere was sor^e sor+ 
o-f cohno+ioh be+weeh ohe o-f +he +eacHers ahd a 
-few o-f sehior cr+iMhSj so X 30+ closer +0 see 
wbia+ was <jofh<j oh. 


Hie sehior cr+izehs claimed +heyd looked +he 
for a +owh neeiihg abou+ +he hew Sehior Cehier. 
Mrs. Sheer +old +hem she reserved +he for 
+he dahce +wo weeks d_go. 


Bui +he sehiors said ihey reserved ii iwo MONTHS 
ago, ahd ihey had +he paperwork +o prove ft. 

The Sehior Ceh+er people said os kids were ^ohha 
hdve +0 clear oui of ihe so ihey could have 
+heir meeiihg. 
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Bo+ +hen some o/ +he girls on +he Pahce 
Commi++ee go+ in oh +he tonversa+ion, and i+ 
looked like i+ was atou+ +o ge+ ugly* 



Jus+ wheh i+ seemed like a -figh+ was gonna break 
00+j Mrs. Sheer sogges+ed a compromise. She said 
we coold po+ op +he par+i+ioh in +he niddle o-f +he 
gym and +he seniors coold have +heir mee+ihg on one 
hal-f and os kids coold have oor dance oh +he o+her. 


^PARTITION 



DANCE 
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CENTER 

MEETING 





















E-Verybody seemed +o be able +o live wi+h -+ka+ 
idea, and +be Jahi-tar u^> +he ^ar+i+ion. 



LoSih^ kalf of +he was kihd of a bummer", bu+ 
wba+ killed +be mood was +ke LIGHTS. IWs 
ohly ohe swi+cK for +he overhead li^h+s ih +he 
^yrnj ahd +he^ had +o fce e<+her all oh or all off, 
The senior ti+iz-ehs wah+ed +hem oh for +heir 
nee+ihg^ so +ha+ was +he end of +he Midhi^gh+ ih 
Pans vite over oh our side of +he 
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"The bngh+ ligh+s were bad for Uncle Gary , -too, 
because how all +Ke kids who bought shir+s from 
him could see +heyd ^o++eh ri^ed off, and +hey 

eir money back. 


s+ar+ed demanding +h 



Uncle Gary -tried +o dis+rac+ everyone by -burning 
+he music up, and a lot of people hi+ +he dance 
floor. 
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Iris danced in a bi<j group ih +he ri ddle of 
+Ke ^y m. £.very once in a while a ^uy would +ry ■+ 
dahce KiS way ih+o +he ^roup, bu+ +he ^irls had 
■formed a kind of wall +ha+ kep+ +he toys oo+. 

X didni really unders+ahd +ha+ until X tried 
to make a move to break into the circle and ^o+ 
totally blocked. 



One of the seniors came over to our side of the 
^ym and complained that" the music was too loud 
and it needed to be turned way down. 



202 









So Unde Gary lowered +K& Volume iy akou+ 30%, 
and +hen we could \\t<xr every word of H"he Senior 
Cen+er mee+in^j* 



*TKa+ <Jidn + seem +o fco+her +he ^irlsj ^hou^h. A 
lo+ of +hem +ook ou+ +heir personal music players 
and jus+ kep+ dancing. 
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By +ha+ polh+ moS+ of +he toys had V'rtd enough* 
All +ha+ +lme being omi -their bes+ behavior a round 
+he girls had taken i+s toll, amid a lot of +he guys 
just totally cut loose. 



Mrs. Sheer and the rest o-f the chaperones tried 
+o calm the boys down, but it was hopeless. X+ 
was a really wild scene , and ■+ was actually getting 
a little dangerous. 


X thought about going over by the bleachers to 
get oli+ of everyones way, but at that moment 
the Mad Pah+ser struck again and X decided X 
was better off where X was. 















£very ohce ih a while, a -Tew la+ecomers would walk 
ih ahd +urh ri^h+ tack arouhd wheh +hey saw 
wha+ was ha^ehihg ih +he ^ym, E>o+ a+ arouhd 
^■00, Michael Sampsoh walked ih holdihg hahds 
wi+h Cherie Bellahger, 

^r. 



Michael was +he boy Abigail was SUPPOSED +o 
^o +o +he dahce wi+h, bu+ X ^ oe£S his family 
obliga+ioh s+ory was Jus+ a lie. 
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Ahd from +he look om h's free, I doh+ 

+hihk he was expet+ih^ Abigail +o be -frere, ei+her. 



Afrer +h<*+j i+ was jus+ a whole Io+ of drama. 
Michael +ook off ahd left Ws da+e behind; and 
Abigail s^eh+ +he nex+ half hour bawling her eyes 
ou+ ih +he corner of +he gym* 



X did wha+ X could +o help make Abigail feel 
beH 4 er, bu+ she kind of had a crowd around her, 
so Xm no+ sure she ac+ually no+iced. 
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dbou+ +hd+ +i me, +Ke Senior Ceh+er mee+ing 
wrapped op, dhd a -few of +bie seniors s+ar+ed 
over +o our side o-f +he dhd 
+Kemselves +o +Ke re-fresh meh+s. 




"They went -through +he s+rawberries pre+-ty ^uick, 
dhd +hen +here wds no+hih^ for people +o dip in 
+Ke thocola+e -fooh+dih. 
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So kids s+Ar+ed s+icking -their -fingers direc-tly In 
■the foun+Ain, And 1+ was Cornys aII over AgAin. 

£1 AIM U 

fr 


OCT-OCT 



One kid los+ a con+Ac-t lens in -the chocoU-te 
foon+Ain, And Mrs. Sheer had everyone s+And t>Ack 
so she could -fish i+ out when it cycled l)Ack through- 

AIFIEI IAIMIDIUIR 

5T y-T55T\^ • an® *5 



Since -the meeting was over, Uncle Gary -turned 
the music tack up. 
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+he old -folks s+ar+ed makih^ soh<j recjues+s^ 
cmd +he he*+ +hiV\g you khew, our Valen+ines Pa 
dance was overrun by senior ci+iz.ens. 



I juS"h wa+ched every+hihg play ou+ -from my spo+ 
against +he back wall, wondering why Xd even 
wan+ed +o go +o +be dance in +he -firs+ plate. X 
was also s+ar+ing +o regre+ no+ wearing +he body 
spray X -found ih Rodricks junk drawer, because 
Grea+ Uncle truce’s cologne was a-Hrac+ihg people 
ou+side my age group. 
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1 + was almost 10 - 00 ; and Uncle Gary announced 
+ha+ +he ne*+ song would be +he las+ one o-f +he 
nigh-K VJhen +he music s+ar+ed playing, a -few 
kids paired up and walked ou+ on +he dance -floor 
as couples, which was +he firs+ +ime +ha+ had 
happened all nigh+. 



X couldn+ wai+ -for +he song +o end, because -this 
dance was a +o+al disas+er, and X Jus+ wan+ed 

io QO 

erase +he whole experience from my brain. 

Bu+j us+ when X +hough+ +hihgs couldn+ ge+ any 
worse, X saw Ruby Bird and she was coming righ+ 
■for me. 


home and play some Video games so X could 
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X didn + know if she was gonna ask me +o dance 
or if Xd Somehow done Some+Wng +o make her 
mad, bu+ X did no+ wan+ +o end up ge-Hing 
brh+en a+ a middle school dance* 

X looked for some way +o escape, bu+ X was 
trapped. Luckily, Abigail walked righ+ ou+ of +he 
ba+hroom a+ +m+ exac+ moment, and X grabbed 
her hand jus+ before Ruby go+ +o me* 



































Abigails makeup was a ness /ron all +he crying, 
bu+ X didh + really tare, X was jus+ happy +o 
have an excuse +o ge+ away from Ruby, And +o be 
honesi wi+h you, X +hink Abigail was happy +0 
see me, +oo, so X led her +0 ah empiy spo+ oh 
+he dahte floor. 


Xd never slow-danced wi+h a girl before, so X 
didh+ know where X was supposed +0 pu+ my 
hands. She pu+ hers oh my shoulderSj and X 
pu+ rnihe ih ny potke+s, bu+ +ha+ fel+ kihd of 
dumb. So we me+ ih +he middle } and +ha+ seemed 
abou+ righ+. 



Xheh X ho+iced Some+hihg on Abigail S chih, X+ 
was a li++le red bum p +ha+ looked EXACTLY like 
one of Rowleys thicken pox. 
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Mow, be-fore X s*y wta+ ^Appehed hex+, le+ me 
Jus+ explArh ih my de-fehse +ta+ X w as rtlresdy oh 
edge aI>ou+ +ke whole chickeh pox +hihg. 


E>o+ X Admi+, X MAY KaVe oVerreAc+ed a IrH-le, 



X+ +orhs oo+ i+ WA5N T cKickeh pox, +hough. X+ 
was jus+ a pimple. ViKeh AbigAil was cryihg, her 
nA^eop mos+Ve WAshed o-ff her cKih. 


AhywAy , X khow +Ka+ NOW, bu+ Ahyohe ih my 

obAbly wool d 've reAc+ed +he SAme exAc+ wa 


shoes prc 

X did.- 


1 
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VJKeh we pulled up +o Avails house, Rowley 
waited her +o +he froh+ door. Tha+ was fhe wi+h 
me, because i+ * chance +o fihish off +he 

res+ of +he thotoU-tes. A^d af+er +he r^h^ I 
Jus+ had, I was +o+ally STARVING, 
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Vlednesday 

A lo+ has hay^ened since +he Valen+ihes Pay dance. 


A few days ago Uncle Gary tough+ a tunch of 
stra-kh "hcke+s wi+h +he money he made selling 
X-shir+s, and one of his +icke+s was a foriy- 
+housand-dollar winner. So he f>aid Pad +he money 
he owed him, wished me lock wi+h +he ladies, and 
moved 00+ of +he house. 



"The o+her tig news is +ha+ X go+ a full-tlown 
case of +he chicken ^>ox. 
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X car*+ say -for sure how X go+ +hem, bu+ X 
really hope i+ wasr* + -from Rowley, because Xn ho+ 
+ha+ crazy abou+ +he idea of a bunch of Rowleys 
Virus cells a++ackitvg my immuhe sys+em. 



m pre+-ty sure 
■from Rowley, +hou<jR Xve seeh Kim walking +0 
school +he pas+ -few days, ahd from wha+ X car* 
-tell, hes been wearing his moms makeup or* his 
cK»r*. So X +hihk +hose red bumps migh+ve been 
pimples, jus+ like Abigails, 


X DIDN T ge+ +he clicker* pox 


And speaking of Rowley and Abigail, X heard 
+ha+ +he +wo of +hem are a couple how* All X eah 
+rue, i+ makes Rowley +he wors+ 
ory. 


say is ;/ +U s 
wingmah ih bus 
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Xm supposed +o s+dy home -from school for d+ 
leds+ d week. "The _good hews is +hd+ wi+h everyone 
oo+ of +he house, X cdh +ake loh<j bd+hs wi+hoo+ 
dhyohe bo+herihg 


me. 



Bo+ X will ddmi+ dll +hd+ flod+ih^ droohd ish+ dS 
cjrea+ ds X remember i+, dhd df+er Jus+ dh hour 
yoor skih <je+s dll wrihkly. So doh+ dsk me how X 
lived +hd+ wdy for hihe moh+hs. 

Plus, X 52+ d li++le lohely beihg by myself dll ddy. 
Or d+ ledS+ X TWINK Xm dlohe. X>ddy X hdd d 
fresh +owel he*+ +0 +he +ub, dhd when X opened 
my eyes i+ Wds <^ohe. 

So ei+her somebody s messih^ wi+h me, or Johhhy 
Chedddr is d+ i+ d^dih. 
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A Valentine's Day dance at 
Greg's middle school has 
turned his world upside 
down. As Greg scrambles 
to find a date, he's worried 
he'll be left out in the cold 
on the big night. Mis best 
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friend T Rowley, doesn’t have 

any prospects either, but that's a small consolation. 


An unexpected twist gives Greg a partner for the dance and leaves 
Powley the odd man out. But a lot can happen in one night, and in the 
end, you never know who’s going to be lucky in love. 


READERS LOVE THE DIARY OF A WIMPY KID SERIES- 


the USA Today, Publishers Weekly f Wall Street Journal , 
and # 1 New York Times bestsellers: 


Love is in the air—but what 
does that mean for Greg 
Heffley? 










